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ORIGHNAL OAST, 

As produced at Laura Eeene's Theatre, Monday, April 18, 1869 

TheseuSf Duke of Athens Mr. Couldock. 

Zy*»Kfcr. in love with Hemi. { JJj; |°^^-^ 

J>emetriuSj his Bival : Mr. Leviok. 

Hgeus, an Athenian Noble, father of Hernia | ^J; B^^neU. 

Philosirate, Master of the Revels Mr. Evans. 
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Mck Bottom, the Weaver ,\ Mr. Biake. 

Quince, the Carpenter Mr. Varrey. 

Snt^j the Joiner Mr. Brown, 

Mute, the Bellows Mender Mr. Peters. 

Snovt, the Tinker Mr. McDoualL 

Starveling, the Tailor , .... Mr. Henry. 

HippcHyta, Queen of the Amazons. .... ; . . • . Miss nells. 

Hermia, in love with Lysander Miss Slovens. 

Helena, in love with Demetrius Miss Ada Clifton. 

Amazons, &c. 

FAIStBd. ) 

Oberon, King of Fairy Land Miss Macarthy. 

IHtania, his Queen Miss Couldock, 

Fuck, or Robin OoodfeUow Miss Laura Keenei 

Firgt Fairy , i., ...;. .Miss Henry. 

FecMossom Mrs. Marden. 

Ccbweh Miss Taylor. 

Moth Mrs. McDouall! 

Mustard-seed Miss Bullock. 

Indian Bay Mary Jane Bullock. 

Singing Fairies, dbc., &c. 
SCENE — Athens, and a Wood not far from IL 

The whole of the SCENERY painted by Mr. John Thorbb and 
Assistants. 

The DANCE arranged by Mdlle. Eatarina. 

The DECORATIONS, PROPERTIES and APPOINTMENTS by 
Mr. Matthbwb and Assistants, 

MACHINERY by Mr. John Sm abt and Assistants. 

DRESSES by J. Bullock and Assistants. 

The ELECTRIC, CALCINE and DRUMMOND LIGHTS by 
Mr. F. ScALLT. 

.The whole of Mendelsohn's SOMMERNACHTSTRAUM, cou- 
doct;ed by Mr. Thomas Bakrr. 

The Piece produced under tiie immediate direction of 
KX88 IiAXTBA ESXSNS. 
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COSTUMES. 

THESEUS.— Ft? *< dress: Armor of leather, elaborately orna- 
mented with trass bosses — helmet — shield and sword. Second 
dress : Green chiton,* ornamented with tufU of hair — Phryorian 
ca[)— l#»opard skin on shoalder — russet cothurni. f Third dress: 
Wliiie cliitun, embroidered- with purfile pallium or hiraatioit4 
riclily embroidered witii sold, fastened on shoulder with broach 
jeweled girdle — collar and wristlets — fleshings and red cothurni, 
or liish-ankled boot, laced in front. 

LYSANDER.— /'iVs^ dress: White linen chiton, embroidered with 
blue-cioth pallium, riclily embroidered with gold — fleshings and* 
red cotliurni. 

DEMETRIUS.— Fir»< dress: White linen chiton, embroidered 
with red pallium, richly embroidered with gold — fleshings and 
cothurni. 

EGEUS. — First dress: White chiton — brown pallium, trimmed 
with silver — fleshingfs and black cothurni. Seeond dress: Green 
chiton — gray clilam'ys,^ or scarf— hunting cap — jaTeiin. 

• * Chiton, M worn by mateik vaa of white woolen stuff, reaohinf to the knee, 
gathered at the waist by a Zone, or OittUci and trimmed according to taste. 
A0 sleeves.— Dr, Smith's Classical Dictionary, page 1171. 

t Cothurnus (Greek), a boot, laced op the front. It* essential distinotion was 
its height ; it rose above the middle of the leg» 00 as to aurround the cali;4^id 
sometimes reached as high as the knee. It was worn principally by horsemen, 
hunters, and men of rank and authority. Ancient marbles show that the coth- 
urnus was often ornamented in a rery tasteAil ami elaborate manner. — JDr.. 
Smith's Classical Dictionary, page 866w 

XPaUiumoT if«fnalMf>.— The term cloak, thouffh commonly adopted as the 
jiroper transbvtiun of these terms, conveys no accurate conception of the form; 
material, or use of that which they denoted. The article designated by them 
was always a reetangnlar piece of cloth, exactly, or at least nearly square. 
Bence it onuld easily be divided, without loss or waste, into four parts. (John, 
x\Xt 23.) It was generally worn in the very form in which it was taken from 
the loom, and whatever additional richness or beauty it received from the art of 
the dyer, was bestowed upon it before it was woven. Splendid and elegant 
lints were produoed by the applioatioa of dye-stuffs— purple, red, blue, saffroo 
4nd pale green being the favorite colors. The greatest splendour may be im- 
parted by the use of gold thread in weaving. Homer repreeients Penelope 
weaving a purple blanket for Ulysses, which also displayed a beautiful hunting- 
jpiece wrooffht in f^old. Women wore this garment as Weil aa mep, for we read 
that "Phocion's Wife wore Pbooion^s pallium," but '^Xanthippe would not wear 
that or her husband. Socrates.'*— Z>r. Smith's Classical Dictionary, page 850. 

% Chiamys, a scarf.— This garment was foir the most part woolen ; and it diA 
fered from the Himation in these respeets : that it was much smaller, finer, 
thiiuiery more variegated i^ oolor and more susceptible of ornament, besides lieing 
oblong mstead of square, its length being generiilly about twice its breadth. It 
was generally assumed by the male sex upon reaching adoleeoenoe ; and waa also 



worn by the military, espeoiatty of high rank, over their body armor, and by 
hnnleraand trnvalera. It di&red in color and fineness, aoeording to the desr 
tination, age and rank of the wearer. Ths scarf worn by youths was probably 



yellow or saffron-odored ; that of adults, scarlet. The hunter, howurer, ooon- 
moniy went out in a scarf of a dull, imeiinspioiKMis oolor, as best adapted to ee- 
cape the notioe of wild animals. There were, of course, various methods of 
wearing the Chlamye ; in short, the remains of ancient art, of every descrip- 
tion, show in how high a degree the scarf contributed, by its endless diversity of 
arrangem<*nt, to the display of the human form in its greatest beauty. The 
eblamys was not nafrequently Died as a means of deiense— the hunter, for inr 
stance, would wrap his chlarnys round his left arm when pursuing wild animals ; 
and Aloibiadcs is said to have died with his scarf roiled roend hw left band, in* 
•teodofashield. 



COSTUME. 



n/ 



PHIL0STBAT6. — Firgt dress: White chiton — re^ paTlium, em- 
hroidei'^d with, silver— fleshings and black cothurni. Second 
dr^ss : Oreen chitQD-^gray cblamys, or scarf— hunting cap — 
JRveUn, 



KICK BOTTOM. 

QUINCE. 

SNtJa 

SNOUT. . 

STARVELING. 

FLUTE. 



Gray woolen chitona, without sleeves— gray 
blanket8~*«hapless. felt hat8--hair very short 
' —fleshings— sandals suntanned leather) add 
black gi^les or belts. 



PROLOGUE— PLAYEBS. 

BOTTOM {PyramusX — Green armor, hduiet and lamberkinfl. 

<|U1NGE (Pf^^Me).— Browo shirt. 

SNUG {Lion). — Lai^ge lion's mask and skin. 

SNOUT ( ITatf).- White shirt, representing a wall. 

ST ARVELLNG (ifoons^tW).- Brown shirt. 

FLUTE (tl^id2»y).— White Kneu chiton, embroidered with red, and 
wrciitih of I'ed roS^^s 

ATHENIAN GBNTLE^IEN.— White chHons, Variously embroid- 
ered— pal liums of various colors, richly embroidered in gold 
a!ud silver. 

ATHENIAN 80Ll!>lERS.— Cloth of gold armor— whitfe chiton- 
gusset cothurni — helmets and s)>ear8. 

ftU»l*aLYTA. — first dress: (Amttsson c68tnme, copied ft'om a 
Greek vase. — Hope's Casiumes of the Ancients.) Armor of red 

• and S(Old — ^red sandals — leopard skin, cap, and spear. Second 
dress: Wlifte dilton andchlamys, ridhly embroidered with gold 
and silver — arniiUa or armlet — zona, or girdle, of gold and 
Jewel*-— neckiiice of gold and jewels — wreath on head. 

BifRMIA. — First dress: White chiton and chalmya, embroidered 
^ith blue and silver— ^armlet girdle— necfklace of gold and 
jewflis. 

WBMt^K.'^First dress: White chiton, d&c., embroidered witb 

. scarlet and ^old— jewels, &c., as Hefmia. 

OBERON'S TRAIN.— Amber satin dress, embroidered w!th gol^ 

^ t\ y\ jfiiver— wreaths, winsrs, fleshings and boots. 

XTTANIA'S TRAtN.— White gamse— flowers, wfeottas^ wings, 

' fleshitis^-and wands. 

XN0IAN BOV.— Indian tunic— feather bead-dress. 

PEAS ,6l<.diS30M.— Violet-colofred gaoze, mixed with whitv. 

MUSTARD BEIBD.— Yellow. 

jHOTH.— (Sh*eenish gold-colored dress. 

tJOB WEB.— Gray and black gauze. 

OBERON.- Gold tistiue dress, no sleeves— jeweled girdle — ^flesb- 
inss— jeweled flUet atid sandals — wings — spangled scarf. 

^TITANIA.- I^lesh body— pink and silver tissue dre8a-->whito 
scarf^eweled butterfly on head— fleshings, and Jeweled slip- 
pers — wings. 

PUOK.— ^Otesque Hairy dress. 



F 'R:EW J^O'Ei. 



A HiDsninraR Night'^ DttBAX was, according to tlie best an- 
iliorltleB, written by Sbakspeare at a period of life when his crear 
tfTe mind " glowed with all the warmth of a joathfal and li7el^ 
Imagination.'^ 

for th^ atorj, bqijk X^ljifig on.^ip Qwro. «3Siffj8ite gi^iii/ss^ b«f|n^^th^ 
to po^i^ltj Qi^e of <<thofse npi)ar«Jl(;)^ed coQu»p8|t/ioqf.^hi|Bh )^^f 
ren^eiied. him the delight and ^jond^r of ai^poe^Qi^^t 9iSf^" Allf^ 
from the nipe^^tn^l a^encien^ y)^]^\ ^^^!^ tp tlvB <;^na|n^lf| <)|f 
Oberoo, the fairy Monarch, and hia Qiieen, Tit^nia^ tlfo Qlaf»|p4^ 
fignrea ol[ Thesens and Hippolyta stand forward as the chief hu- 
man personages of this most harmonioos of dramas. I^ei^erthelefi^ 

I have andertaken with enthusiasm the prodaction of the Mid- 
sammer Night's Dream ; not that the range of Its female charao- 
tera present any one which I might make peculiarly my own, but 
because this play, and that of Am You Like M, have been the chie' 
ol^eets of my admiration and study in the Shalcsperian Drama^ 
the one abounding in the most exquisite poetical imagery, and 
the other fascinating by its beautiful pastoral simplicity. It has 
been my earnest endeavor that the preeent representation shall be 
in strict accordance with. the text, as far as theatrical capabilities 
will allow, and I trust my endeayors will prove successfuL 



Tl PREFACE. 

I desire to reader my warm and sincere thanks to Mr. H , 

of Harvard College, for the valaable information he has afforded 
me on the subject of Greek, and more particularly Athenian, 

antiquities. Also to Mr. W , whose knowledge of Shaksperiau 

subjects and deepHearniogbare elucidated niaay of the ambiguous 
and obsolete phrases of the original and thus enabled me to ar- 
rive at the exact intentions of the author. Mr. W 's valuable 

library, which has been placed at my disposal, has greatjy facili- 
tated my search after the historical information necessary to the 
faithful production of the piece. To Mr. Geoio C. Scott» al^, I 
am indebted for much valuable, information on the subject of co&- 
tum&r-he having kindly supplied me many dcsigua from his 
sketches, taken during his antiquarian researches at or near the 
scene of the events represented. I must also acknowledge my 
obligation to Mr. Charles Kean, for the use of his acting edition 
of the play, which Is admirably arranged for the stage ; and 1 
should have availed myself more of his scholarly labors, had 1 not 
desired to blend with the poetry of Shakspeare the music of Men- 
delsohn, and produce the chef tTcawre of that great composer, 
J^tn SommerliaehUtraum, ientire. 

. LAURA KEENE. 

New Yorle, iS59. 



HISTORICAL KOTES TO ACT FIRST. 



• ia) Athens, tlie capital of Attica, was situated on a promontor3', 
formed by the confluenceof two rivers, tiie Ilissas and the Cephis- 
sua. It was bailt on the side of an abrupt, rocky eminence, rising 
out of an extensive plain. 

Its origrin, like that of most ancient and i*enowned cities, is in- 
volved in fai)le. Its reputed founde^ is Cecrops, described by 
9ome as an Egyptian, and also as a contemporary with Moses, 
B. C. 1556. 

Athens was burnt by Xerxes, B. C. 480, but was soon rebuilt 
under the administration of Theraistocles, and was adorned with 
public buildinors by Cimon, and especially by Pericles, in whose 
time B. C. 460-469 it reached its greatest splendor. Its beauty 
was chiefly owing to its public buildings, for the private houses 
Were mostly insignificant, and its sti^eets badly laid out. 

Tlie summit of the Acripolis was covered with temples, statues 
Of brorae and marble", and vanous other works of art. Of the 
temples, the grandest was the Parthenon, sacred- to the " Virgin*' 
goddess Athena *Minerva,' and north of the Parthenon was the 
migniflcent Erechtheum, containing three separate temples, one of 
^thena Polios, or the " Protectress of the State," the Erechtheum 
proper, or sanctuary of Pandrosos, the daughter of Cecrops. Be- 
tween the Parthenon and Erechtheum was the colossal statue of 
Athena Promoi-chos, or the " Fighter in the Front,*' whose helmet 
&nd spear was the first object on the Acropolis visible from the 
sea. — Dr, Smith's '• Olossical Dictionary,*' 

(6) Theseus (two syllables), king of Athens, and son of 
;£!i>eus by ^thra, the daughter of Plttbeus, was one of the 
most celebrated heroes of antiquity. He was reared in the 
palace of his grandfather; and when grown to the proper age, his 
mother led him to the rock under which his father had deposited 
bis sword and sandals, and he removed it with ease and took thenx 
out. He was now to proceed to Athens, and present himself to 
iEgeds. As, however, the roads were infested by robbers, hfs 
grandfather, Plttheus, pressed him earnestly to take the shortei^ 
and safer way over the Saronic Gulf; but the youth, feeling: ftf 
Aimself the spirit and soul of a hero, resolved to signalke himself 
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like Hercules, with whose fame all Greece now rang, by destroying 
the evil-doers and the monsters that oppressed and ravaged tbo 
country ; and he determined on tlie more perilous and adventurous 
journey by land, and on his way to Athens he met with many adven- 
tures, and destroyed Periphates, Sinis, Sciron. Procrustes, and also 
the monstrous Phcsa^ which ravaged the country in the 
neigh hQi'hoo<l Q^ Oromniyoa Having overcome alf the. perils of 
the road, Theseus at length reached Athens, where new danger* 
awaited him. He found his father's court all confusion. The 
Pallantide, or sons and grandsons of Pailas, the brother of ^seus, 
had long seen with jealousy the sceptre in the hands of an old man, 
and now meditated wresting it from his feeble grasp, Thinkiug, 
tu>\yever, that his death could not be very remote, they resolved to 
wait for that event ; but they made no secret of their intentional 
The arrival of Theseus disconcerted their plan. They feared that 
if tl^is yoting stranger should be received as a son of the old king, 
he might find in him a protector and avenger ; and tliey re8olve4 
to poison his mind against him. Their plot so far succeeded that 
.^geus was on the point of sacrificing his son ; when he recogniiied 
hiin,and th^n acknowledged him in the preseDce of all the people. 
The Pallantide had i^course to arms, but l^heseu^ defeated and 
slew theui. Medea, it is also said, who was married tp ^geus, 
fearing the loss of her influence when The^seus sliould have been 
acknowledged by his father, resolved to anricipate that event;, and, 
moved by her calumnies, ^geus was presenting a cup of poison 
to his so(), when the sight of the s>yoiHl left with .S!thra discovered 
to liim who he was. The bull whiph Hercujies had brought fi*oiii^ 
Crete was now at Mar.athon, and tlie country wi^ in terror of hia 
ravages, Theseus went in quest, of, him — oyercame and e^^hibitea 
liim in chains to the astonjshed Athenians, and then sacrificeil Ute 
jkuimal to Apollo Delpbiniijis. The Athenians wer^ at this period[ 
in deep affliction on account of the tribute which they A'ere force^ 
^o pay to Minos, king of Crete {^Vid. Androgeus and Minoiarus* 
Theseas resolved to deliver them fnuu this calamity, or die in the 
i^ttempt. Accoi^^^ifi^ly* ^^^^P the third time of sending ofit tlii4 
tribute came, and the youths a,tfd maidens wei*e accoi'ding to cua^ 
(om, djrawQ by kM* to be hout,, in si>ite of the er>treaties of bis father 
to the. con^-ary, h^ voluiitarily ofiered himself as one of the viov; 
tims. The ship departed, as usual, under black sails, which The-^ 
seiis promised his fajLlier, to change lo wliite ones iu case of big 
returning, victorious. 

. When they arjve^ at Crete, thei youths and maidens were exbi-; 
bk<^ bi^fpre Minos an(l Ariadne, the daughter of the king, who was^ 
present, became deeply, en«impr<?d of Theseus, by. whom hex low 
ijras speedily returned. She furnished him a clue of thread whipA 
enabled him to penetrate in safety the windings of the labyrinth,t 
UU h^ ci^mp to whei')e Mij;>otaur lay, xylwm h^ caught by tto l^ai^ 



and &UvF. Ho th^rj srot on board with his eomparupnfl, and «aim 
for Atlieng. Ariadne accompaDied liim in lu3 flight, but waj' 
abandoned by bvm oiv th© hl^ of Dia, or Naj^os {Vid. Ariadnei. 
Bufnrc Theneos r^^tunied to ALliens. be sailed to Dtib>a to pay Ida 
vow, ftir, ere scums tfiit on bb perilous exptiditiun, lie had mado 
a vow to send aonually, if Buecej^-^ful, to tUe Baci i>d Ulatid a sblp 
XV Uh glfLa ai)d sac ri (ices (Fu/- Ddia TL). H^ also copsecratei 
a statue in Btlos, Veiiua^ made by l>®dnlus, on account, of the' 
aid sbe had given him. J^e moreover, to conimetjiomte bL? vie 
toij, e|iiabli>ilied Lbere a dai;ce, the eirobiHona of whig^b Imitate^, 
llie wiiidioffa of a kbydutb (Compare Uoni. H. 19, 590, seqq.)l* 
Ou apptoathing the coast of Attica, Tbeseua forgot the signal 
appojiiLed by hh faLljer, and rtjturned Qiider the same sail with 
Ai^'lijoh be bad departed^ and Uio oldkiu^^ tbinliiii^ be was deprived 
of hia newly fi*iiiid soHj destroy (jd himself (Tirf. ^gem)* The^ 
hero Doiv turned bis tbouglita to legislation. Tlie Attica territory 
had been divided by Ce crops int;o twelve demi, or boroughs, eacb 
of which had it!» own government and chief magiatratet ^d vr%n 
aim*j^t indepeudeuL The conse(]uei]ce was, frequent and san- 
puinary waia arosse among them. These na, thorefure, biviled not 
only the people of Attica, but even straogeta to conic and estab- 
lish Miem selves at Athens, tbim Of^itbing but a ^niall ^ttlemcnt 
upou a rock. By his prudence and Iua authority, ho induced tha! 
beads of b^rou^faa to resUti llielr b)dep£)udeut power, at^d iiitrusi 
Ihe adiiiJEiistration of iiT^f ir^*^ tn t r-ittt which should s3^ coiisiantly 
at Athenfi, and eseui .. ^ .; . l : .li over all thft iidiabiLaiiti* of 
Attica. He abolished the previous divisions of the people of Attica 
into four tribes, and substituted that of a distribution into three 
classes, the Noble, the Husbandman, the Artizan. This object he 
is said to have accomplished partly by force, partly by persuasion. 
With the lower classes, reread, he found no difficulty, the powerful 
men were only induced to comply with his proposals by his promise 
that all should be admitted to an equal share of the G;overnment, and 
that he would resign all his royal prerogatives except those of com- 
manding in the time of war, and watching over the laws. To the- 
nobles, therefore, he reserved all the offices of the state, and the 
privilege of ordering the affairs of religion, and interpreting the 
laws, both human and Divine. The result of these and other 
regulations, was the increase of the city and the population in 
general. Thucydides fixes upon this as the epoch when the lower 
city was added to the ancient one, which had covered, as we have 
remarlced, the rock which afterwards became the ciudel, and 
hence there may have been some foundation for Plutarch's statis- 
ment, that Theseus established numerous festivals, particularly the 
Pamathenie, solemnized with great splendor every fifth yesr in 
commemoration of this uinon of the inhabitants of Attica, Ti le- 
■eua firmly established the boundaries of the Attica territory, In 
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which he Included Mesans; and set up a pillar on the TstHinns of * 
Corinth to n^ark the limits of Attica and PeToponesseus. These 
civic cares did not prevent Theseus from taking' part in military 
enterprises. He accompanied Hercules in his expedition against 
the Amazons, who then dwelt upon the banks of the Therraodon, 
and he distingaished himself so much in the conflict, that Her- 
cules, afttr the victory, bestowed on him as a reward the baud of the 
vanquished queen. 

' (c) Hippolyta L, a queen of the Amazons. She was mistress ' 
of the belt of Mars, as a token of her exceedinsr all the 
Amazons in valor. This belt Eruys^'heus coveted for his daughter 
Admeta, artd he ol-dered Hercules to bring it to him. The hero, 
having drawn together some volunteers, among whom' was Theseus, 
Castor, and Pollux, reached, after some incidental adventures, • 
the haven of Themlscyra, where Hippolyta came to Inquire the ' 
cause of his arrival ; aud on hearing it, promised to give him her 
girdle, but Juno, taking the form of an Amazon, went and per- 
suaded the rest that the strangers were carrying off their queen. 
They instantly armed, mounted their horses, And came down to 
the ship. Hercules thereupon, thinking Hippolyta had act^ 
treacherously, slew her, and taking her belt, made sail homeward ' 
{Apdlod 2, 5, 9,— Dwxi. sec. 4, 16). Another account made The- 
seus to have received Hippolyta !n marriage from Hercules, and 
to have become by her tlie father of Hippoly tus {CcmpaYe ffeyne, 
ad, Ajpollod. I, e.). 



MIDSUMMER NIGHrS DREAM. 



ACT I. 

Scene L— A TERHACB ADJOINING THE PALACE OF 
THESEUS, OVERLOOKING THE CITY OF ATHENS.(a) 

Enter Theseus,(6) Hippoltta, (o) Philostrate, and AUmd- 
arUs, R. H. 

T%e, Now, fair Hippoljtft, our nuptial honr ' 
Draws on apace; fouf happy days bring in 
Another mooA: but, oh, methinika, how slow 
This old moon waiies. 

Hip. Four days will quickly steep themselves In nights ; 
Four nights will quickly dream away the time ; ' ] 

And then the moon, like to a silver bow 
New bent in heaven, shall behold the night 
Of our solemnities. 

T%e. Go, Philostrate, ' 

Stir up the Athefdan youth to merriments. 

[Exit. Philostrate, t. 3 e. 
Hippolyta, I woo'd thee with my sword, 
And won thy lov?, doing thee iniuries ; ' ' ^ 

But I will wed thee in another key, 
With pomp, with triumph,* and with revelry. 

Enter Egeus, Hsbmia, Ltsamoer, Demsthiiib, and Pmi^oi- 

TRATK, L. 3 S. 

Ege. Happy be Theseus, our renowned prince f 

J%«. Thanks, good Egeus : What's the news with thee ? 

♦ Bhows. 
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Ege, Full of yezation come I, with complaint 
Against my child, my daughter Hermia. 
Stand forth, Demetrius ; — My noble lord, 
This man hath my consent to many her : 
Stand forth, Lysander ; — and my gracious prince, 
This man hath witch'd the bosom of m^ child : 
An^, my gracious lo^d 
1 beg the ancient privilege of Athens ; 
As she is mine, I may dispose of her : 
Which shall be either to this gentleman, 
Or, to her death ; according** to our law. 

Her, I do entreat your grace to pardon me. 
I beseech your grace that I may know 
The worst that may befal me in this case, 
If I refuse to wed Demetrius. 

T/be, Either to die the death^ pi; to^abjiUfe 
For ever the society of men. 
Therefore, fair Hermia, question your desires, 
"Whetiher, if you yield not tp your father's choice^ 
YoU can endure the livery of a huik; 
Thrice blessed they that master so their blood, 
To undergo such madden pil^image i 
But earthlier happy is the rose distill'd^ 
Than that which, withering on the virgin thorp, 
Grows, lives, and dies in single blessedness, 
Takejl^me to paw^e :. and by the next new moon 
(The sealing d^j betwixt my love and me), 
Upon that day either prepare io die^ 
For disobedience tp your fether's will, 
To wed Demetrius, or 
For aye, austerity and single lir<i, 

Lys. I am, my lord^ aa well d«riv'd as. he» 
And anjbelov'd of Hermia: 
Demethus, 111 avouch it to bis bead,. 
Made love to Nedar's daugbter, &etena, 
And won her soul j and she, sweet lady, d6te9. 
Upon this spotted* and inconstant man. 

The, Come, Egeus, yovi shall go with mel. 
For yob, fair H^rmili) look yoii arm yoursell^ 
To fit your fancies to ydur ferthcr'ift will: 
Or else the kw. qi Athens yields, you up 

* -^^spotted — 1 As spotless is innocent, go spotted is wicked. 

JoHVioir. 



To death, or to a tow of angle Hie. 

Oeme, my Hippolyta. 

[ExewU Theseup, Hippolyta, Egeus, Demetrii7S and train. ^ 

Lys. How i»w, my love? Why are your cheeks so pale t . 

Her. Belike, for want pf rain ; which I could well 
Beteem them* from the tempest of mine eyes, 

Lys, Ah me ! for aught that ever I could i:e%d| 
Could eyer hear by tale or history, 
Thf9 of^ur^of true loye never did run smooth. 

Her, Then let us teach our trial patience, 
Because it is a customary cross. 

Lyit, A good persuasion ; therefore, hear me, Hermia, 
I hftf tfJilldirtoW tmk % d(W!r»r 
Of great revenue, and she hath no child : 
Fran Atiieaa i« her hoMfse. i^emote sBven i^aguhliai 
There, gentle Hermia, may I marry thee ; 
Steal forth to-morrow night, 
Ai)(l in the wood, 

Where I did meet thee once witih Helena, 
There will I stay for thee. 

Her. My good Lysander ; 

In that 9ame place, thou hast ai^nted' me, 
To-morrow truly will I meet with tkee. 

Lys^ Keep proxnise, love : Look^ hete comes HeleiuL 

Enter HjfLEi^j^ »* 

Her. How now, fiiir Helena ! Wbitheri^irayf 

Hd. Call you me &ir ? that fidr again unsay. 
Demetrius loves your fliir. 
0, teach me how to lool^ ; and with whi^t art 
Tou sway the motion of J[>emetnas^ hei^i. " 

Her. I frown upox^ him, yejb he loves me still. 

ffd. 0, that your frowns* would teach mf smiles Sack AilL 

Uer> The more I hate, the more he follows me. 

Sd. The more I lovej the more he hateth me. 

Ber. His folly, Helena, ia none, of mine. 

JieL 2ton« ^ but youf beauty ; would that &nlt went mine.! 

Jfyr., Take oomibrt j he no more, shallf see mY%9Q 
Lyseander and mjself will £y thi^ place, 

Ly§, Hel«ii» to yott our minds we.wiU unfold: 
Xo^morrow nic^t, when Phcebe doth, behold 

♦ Beteem^ iktm—] Qive them, bestow «poQ thtm. t)m weal 
is used by Spenser. 
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Her silver vipnge in t1ie wat'ry glass, 
BeckiDg with ] i I [ 1 3 i < 1 j n- at\ the bladed grass 
(A time tlmt Ujvei.-s' Hi^'hts doth still conceal), 
Through Atheu'^a giLtx?.s have we devised to steal. 

Her. And th trice, from Athens, turn away our eyes, 
To«seek tmw friends and stranger companies. 
Farewell^ sw^et playrdloW ; pray thou for us, 
And good luck grant thee thy Demetrius. 

[Exeunt Hermia and Ltsander, l. h. Helena, R^ h 



Scene H.— WORKSHOP OF QUINCE, THE OARPENTBBL 

The Furniture- cmd Tools introduced m thin Scene a^e copied 
from discoveries at Hercvlaneum, 

Enter Snug, Bottom, FttrxE, Snout, Quince, and Starve- 
ling,* 1 E. L. 

Qui. Ts all our company here ? 

Bot, You were best to call them generally, man by. man, 
according to the scrip.t . . , 

Qui, Here is the scroll of every man's name, wbicn is 
thought fit, through all Athens, to play in our interlude be- 
fore the Prince and his bride, on his-wedding day at niglit. 

Bot, First, gooi Peter Qumce, say what the play treats on. 
Then read the names of the actors, and so grow on to 
appoint. 

Qui, Marry, our play is — ^The most lamentable comedy and 
most cruel death oif Pyramus and Tbisby. 
,'rBot..^ very good piece of work, I assure you, and a 

* In this scene Shakespeare takes advantage of his knowl^ge 
of the theater,'to ridicule the prejudices and competitions of the 
fplayers. .. Bottom, who is generally acknowledged the principal 
'actor, declares his inclination to be for a tyrant, for a part of fnry, 
tumult, arid noise, such as every young man pants te perform 
when he first steps upon the stage. The same Bottom, who seeuis 
bred in a tirinfg-room, has another histrionical passron. He is for 
engrossing every part, and would exdade his inferiore from all 
possibility of distinction. He is therefore desirous to play Pyra- 
Ottus, Tiilsbe; and the Lion, at the same time. — JotfSBON* 

t the scrip.] id est^ the written list. 
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merry.* Now, good 'Peter Quince, 'call forth your ac-tors. 
by the scroll : Masters, spread yourselves.f 

Qui, Answer, as I call you. — ^Nick Bottom, the weaver. 
* Bot, Ready : Name what part I am for, and proceed. 
Qid, You, Nick Bottom, are set down for Pyramus. 
Bot What is Pyramus ? a lover or a tyrant ? 
Qui. A lover, that kills himself most ^lantly for l^ve. 
Bot, That will ask some tears in the true penorming of it. 
If 1 do it, let the audience' look to their eyes ; I will move 
stones^ ; I will condole in ^me measure. To the rest :-:-Yet 
my chief humor iJs for a tyrant ; I could play Ercles§ rarely,- 
or a part to tear a cat in, to make all split. 
"The raging rocks, 
With shivering shocks, ^ 

Shall break the locks 

Of {Nrison^gates: 
And Phibbus'll car 
.... Shall shine from ^r, , . 

And make and mar 
The fooli^ fiites." 
This WIS lofty!— 

This is ErclesH vein — a tyrant's vein-HH lover, is.moro 
: condoling- 
Qui, Francis Flute, the bellows men^^r.** 
Flu. Here, Peter Quince. i . 

Qui. You must take Thisby on you. 
. Flu* What is Thisby I a wandering knight? \ 

. Quu It is the lady that Pyramus mi^st love, r. 

Flu^ Nay, £Euth, let me not play a WQoaaa ji I have 4 hwed: 
oomiogy 

4 

- ♦Th«» 'ti /deilgned as a ridicule an the «tW of ow ancWnt 
Biofalities and interlodes.' Tims Skeltoii's m^ri^kinc^H^ oalted' 
'ta'9Mdly,ioietkide anda mecry."-^^rBKTB2(ff. 

t spread your selves.] i. e., stand sepamtely/not in a group:* 

% Storms in P. B. XCollieb.) 

^ id. eH.f Hercules. 

(Phoebus. 
, % lo Qite^pe's (query, Cbettle) " Groad's Worth of Wit," a t>l8jert 
says; *' The twelve labors of Herculesi Wve I terribly ilitm<i««ed 
on the stage." 

** I have been told that a bellows-mender was one who bed the 
etre of organs, regals, &c. — Strbvbns. 
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QnL That^s al] one. You shall play it in a mas^ ai)(l jou 
may Kpcak as ismaU as you will. ' ' 

BijL Let me plaj Thisby too; I'll speak in a inpnstrous 
little voice: — ThwnSf Thime, — Ah, TyramuSy my lover deaf j 
Uiy Thihty dt€^r ! antd lady defir ! 

QnL No, no|:. ygu must play PyrMnus, and, Flute, you 
Thisby. - 

Bot, Well, proceed. 

Qui. Robiin Starveling, tb^ tailof. 

Ski,, Here," Petec Quince. 

Qui. Robin Starveling^ ypu must j^lay Tbjisby^d mother.-*. 
Tom Snout, the tinker. 

Sno, Here, Peter Quince. 

Qui. You Pyrami|s's father; myaeljf Thisby's &ther; — 
Snug, the joiner, you, the lion's part ; ipd, I hope, here is a 
play fitted. 

Saug, Have you the lion's part; wrlttep? pray you, if it be, 
give it me, for I am slow of study. 

Qui. You may do ii extempore, for it is nothing but 
roaring. 

Bot. Let me play the lion too ; I wHl roar lliat I will do 
any man's heart good to hear me^I will roar tnat I wiilmakd 
the Prince si^. Let Mm roar again, Let Mm roar agam. 

Qui. An you should do it too terribly, yon would ^ight the 
ladies, that they 'wetdd shriek; and that were enough/to 
hang us all. 

AU. That would hang ns every mother's sop. 

Bot. I grant yoii, friends, if that you should frig:ht the la- 
dies out of their wits, they would have no mofe di^K^retton 
but to hang us'; Ibvt I Will- aggravate my vbiee so that I will 
roar you as gentle as any sucking dove ; I will roar you an 
'twere* any nightingale. 

Qm. Xqu van play np part but Pyramua ; ^ Pymmmis a 
qw«etrl|iced QMA.; a proper man, as one shall see inasiimiiifir^ 
day ; a most lovely, gentleman-Uke man; therefore you awist 
xieeds p)ay Ij^yramus^ 

Bot. Well, I will undertake it. 

Qui. Masters, here are your parts; and I am to entreat 
you, request you, and desire you, to con them by to-morrow 
night; and meet me in the pala<;e wood, a mile without the 
town, by moon*light ; thel*e will we rehearse ; for if we daeet 
iii the eity, we shall be dogg'd with Company, and, our devices" 

*i -*^— aa H\o€r0' ] An means a< if* 
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known. In the mean time I will draw a bill of properties,* 
such as our play wants. I pray you, fail me not. 

Bot, We will meet; and there we may rehearse more 
obscenely, and courageously. Take pains ; be perfect ; adieu. 

Qui. At the prince's oak we meet. 

Bat^ £D0ugh; ip^oid, oj cut bow-fitringp.t 

[Hxeuht tJuiNCE, Bottom, and othen* 

♦ properties,] Properties are whatever articles are wanted 

in a play for the actors/according to their respective parts, dress- 
es and scenes excepted. The person who delivers tbem out is to 
this day. called the properttf-Tnan. 

t "■^^-Moldt or cut Vow.&tri(»g8.J Tome<>>t, te^Hherlowrtiringf 
hM or qgre eyni^ is to meet in a]i evenjLs. To cujt the buyr-string^ 
when l^vys were in us^, was probably a coipxnon practice o| thbsf 
'Vbo bor^eonuty to the archer. 



HISTOfilCAL SOTES ON ACT SECOND. 



(a) Thiabe. a beautiful female of Babylon, between whom and 
it yontb named P'yi-amus, a native of the same place, a strong 
attachment subsisted. Tlieir parents, however, being averse to 
'their union, they adt>pted the expedient of receiving each others 
addresses through tlie chink of the wall which. separHted tbek* 
dwellings. In the sequel, they arranged a meeting at the tomb of 
Ninus, under a white mulberry -tree, Thisbe, enveloped in a veil, 
arrived first at the appointed place; but terrified at the apf)ear- 
ance of a lioness, she fled precipitately, and in her flight, drop- 
ped her veil, which, lying in the animal's path, was rent by it, and 
smeared with blood, that stained the jaws of the lioness from 
the recent destruction of some cattle. Pyramus coming soon after 
to the appointed place, beheld the torn and bloody veil, and con- 
cluding that Thisbe had been destroyed by some savage beast, 
slew himself in despair. Thisbe, returning after a short interval 
to the spot where she had encountered the lioness, beheld the 
bleeding form of Pyramus, and threw herself upon the fatal sword, 
still warm, as it was, with the blood of her lover. According to the 
poets, the mulberry that overhung the fatal scene changed the hue 
of its fruit from snow-white, to blood-red color {Ovid. Met, 4, 55, 
seqq,). 
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ACT IL 

ScENi L— A WOOD NEAR ATHENS. 

MOONLIGHT. 

Enter Puck and Ist Fairy. 
Pttdt. How now, spirit ! wliitber wander you ? 
SONG. 

2nd Fad, Oyer hill, over dal^, 

ThoroQgh;bush, thorougli briar, 
Over park, over pale, 

Tborougb flood, thorougb fire, 
I do wander every where, 
: Swtfber than the moones sphere ; 
And I serve the fairy queen, 
To dew her orbs upon the g^en :* 
The cowslips tall, her pensioners be, 
In their gold cupsf of spots you see. 

Farewell, thou Lob of spirit ; (a) I'll be gone ; 
Our queen and all our elves come here anon. . • 

Fuck. The king doth keep his revels here to-night) 
Take heed, the queen come not within his sight. ' r 

For Oberon is passing fell unfi- wrath, 
Because that she, as her attendant, hath 
A lorely boy, stol'n irom an Indian king : 

* lb dew her orbs upon ike ^reen:] These or&s are circles sup- 
posed to be made by the fairies on the s^roand, whose verdure 
proceeds from the fairies' care to water them. 

-fgM ovp* — ^1 Altered from the cowslips UUl, her pei^sioners be 
in their gold spots you see. Coilier says coats. Cowslips are never 
' (all/ and the apota are not in their ' coats/ but at the bpt^m of 
calix eap. 



She nerer hsd so sweet a changeling :* 
And now they never meet in grove, or green, 
By fountain clear, or spangled star-light sheen,t 
But they do square ;t that all their elves, for fear, 
Creep into acorn cups, and hide them there. 

2n^ Fai, Either I mistake shape and making quitOi 
Or else you are shrewd and knavish sprite, 
CalPd Robin Good-fellow : (ft) 

Are you not he, 
That fright the mikidexiB of the vlll^isry ; 
And sometimes make the drink to bear no barm ;$ 
Mislead night-wanderers, laji^hing at their harm ? 
Those that Hobgoblin call you, and sweet Puck, (c) 
You do their work, and they shall have ^ood luck : 
Are not you he ? 

Puck. F wsy '9 thou sp^ak'st ari^t l 

I am that merry wanderer of the night. 
I jest to Oberon, and make lum smile. 
And sometimes lurk I in a gossip's bowl, 
In very likeness of a roasted crab;|| 
And, when she drinks, against her lips I bob, 
And, on her wither'd dew-lap poor the ale. 
Sometime for three*foot stoofshe taketh me ; 
Then slip I from, her seat, down topples she. 
And then the whole quire hold thei^ hips and loagb : 
But room. Fairy, here comes Oberon. 

Ist Fai. And here mj mistress :— Would that he were 
gone! lMu8ie. 

Enter Oberon wUh his train^ and Titania, with hers^ cU oppO" 

Ht6 8id€S. 

Ohe. ly met \^y moon-light, proud Titania. 

lit. What, jealous Oberon?^ Idries skip henee j 
Why art thou here, ' ' 

Come from the &rthest steep of India T 
But that, forsooth, the bpuncin^ AmazoQ, 
Your buskin'd mistress, and your warrior lore, 
To Theseus must be wedded ; and you com^ 
l?o give tiiein b9th joy and prosperity. 

. * Cha^igeh'ng is commpniy nsed for the child supposed to b« 
left by the fairfeii. but here for a child taken away.— ^OBiriiair. 

i— ^ — ; ^enj Bhininp:, bright, gay. 
But they ao sqiart ;] To" square here is to quarrel. 
no barm ;] Barme is a name for yeast, 
a roasted crab ;] t.e., a wild apple that name. 



Ohe. How canst thou thus, for shame, Titaiiia, 
Glance at my credit ^«flth Hippolyta, 
Knowing I know thy love to Theseus 1 

Tit. These are the forgeries of jeaJouiy ; 
And never, since the middle summer's spring,* 
Met we on hill, in diile, forest, or mead. 
To dance our ringlets to the whistling wind, 
But with thy brawls thou bast disturb'd our sport. 

Obe, Do you amend it, then it lies in ydu^ 
I do but beg a little changeling boy, 
To be my henchman, (d) 

TU, Set your heart at rest, 

Thy fairy land buys not the child of me. 
His mother was a vofress of my order : 
And, in the spiced Indian air, by night, 
Full often hath she gossip'd by my side ; 
And sat with me on Neptune's yellow sands. 
But she, being mortal, of that boy did die ; 
And, for her sake, I do rear up her boy : 
And, for her'sake, I will not part with him. 

Obe. How long Within this wood intend you stay ? 

TU. Perchance, till after Theseus' wedding-day. 
If you will patiently dance in our round, 
Arid see our moon-light revels, go with us ; 
if not, Jshun me, and I will spare your haunts. 

Obe. Give me that boy, and I will go with theo. 

TU. Not for thy rB;iry kingdom.—Fairies^ away I 
We shall chide down-right, if I longer stay. [Music* 

{ExeiuU TitAHSAy and her train, 

Obe. Well, go thy way^: thou shalt not from this grove^ 
tol I torment thee for this injury.--^ 
My gentle Puck, eome hither : 
Thou remsember's Where the bolt of cupid fell : 
ft fell ^ipon a little western flower, — 
Before, milk'^hite^ now purple with ]ov«'« wound,-^ 
And maidens call it love-in-idleness.t 
Fetch me that flower; the herb i sfaow'd thee once ; 

* And nwer since the middle summer's spring, ^c] The mt<2- 
die summer^ s spring, is, 1 appreliend, the season when trees put 
forth their second^ or,, as they are frequently called, their midsumr 
mer shoals. — Hbhlbt. 

t love in idleness] The tri-ooloured violet, comnkooljr 

called pansies, or heart's ease, is here meant ; one or two Of its 
petals are of a purple colour. It has 6ther fanciful and expres- 
sive names, such as " Three faces under a Hood, Herb Trinity." 
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The juice of it on sleeping eye-lids laid, 
W.ll make or man or woman madly dote 
Upon the next live creature that ia seen« 
Fotc 1 me tuis herb : and be tbou here again, 
Ere the leviathan can swim a lea^^ue. 

Pack, i'd put a girdle round abouw the earth 
In forty minutes. [Music — Exit Puck, b« 

Obe, Having once this juice, 

I'll watch Titania when she is asleep, 
And drop the liquor of it in her eyes : 
The next thing then she waking looks upon, 
She shall pursue it with the soul of love. 
And ere I take this charm off from her sight, ' 
I'll make her render up her page to me. 
But who comes here ? I am invisible ; 
And I will overhear their conference. 

Enter Dembtrius, Kelilk a foUotDing him. 

Bern. Where is Lysander, and fair Hermia ? 
Thou told'st me, they were stoPn into this wood ; 
Hence, get thee gone, and follow me no more. 
You do impeach your modesty too much 
To leave the city, and commit yourself 
Into the hands of one that loves you not. [Crosget to l. 

Hd, I am your spaniel ; [CUngs to him. 

The more you beat me, I will lawn on you ! 
Use me but as your spaniel, spurn me, strike me, 
Neglect me, lose me 5 only give me leave, 
Unworthy as I am, to follow you. 

Dem. Tempt not too much the hatred of my spirit, 
For I am sick when 1 do 4ook on thee. [Ihrows her ojfi 

HeL And I am sick when 1 look not on you, 

Dem, I'll run from thee, and hide me in the brakes. 

lCroB»e$ to R. 

Hd. [Qings to him.] Run when you will, the story shall 
be chang'd : 
Apollo flies, and Daphne holds the chase ; ExetuU 1 x r. 

Obe. Fare thee well, nymph : ere he do leave this grove, 
Xhou shalt fly him, and he shall seek thy love. [Music. 

Re-enter Puck, u e r. 

Hast thou the flower, there ? 
Puck. Ay, there it is. 
Obe. I pray thee, give it me. . 



MU>8UMMXR night's PREAM. 2i, 

w 

DUETT, 

I know a bank whereon the wiW thyme blows, 
Where ox-lips* and the aodding violet grows jf 
There sleeps the Fairy Queen, some time of the night, 
Luli'd in these bowers with dianees and delight ; 
And with the juice of this PU streak her. eyes, 
And make her full of hateful fimtasies, 
Take thou some of it, and seek through thisgrQve; ; 
A sweet Athenian lady is in love 
With a disdftinfiil youth : anoint his ey^ ; j 
But do it, when the next thing l\e espies- , 
May be the lady ; Thou shalt know the man 
By the Athenian garments he hath on. 
Effect it with some care ; that he may prove 
More fbnd on her, than she upon her love : . « > 

And look thou meet me ere the first cock cryw.* 
r,Fuck. Fear not, my lord, your servant shall do so. 

[Miisic, t^xeunt. Panorameu 

Scene II-^TITANIA'S BOWER. 

TUa. Come now a roundel, and a &iry sokig ; 
Then, for the third part of a minute, heijce 5 
Some, to kill cankers in the musk-rose bnds ; 
Some, war with rea^-micet for their leathern wings. 
To make my smaU elves coats ; and some, keep back, 
The clamorous owl, that nightly hoots, and wonders 
At our quaint spirits. Sing me now asleep. 
Then to your o&ces, and let me rest. 

Ist Fai, You spotted snakes, with double tongae,{ 
Thorny hedge-hogs, be not seen ; 
Newts, and blind-worms, || dp no ;wrong ; 
Gome not near our fairy queen. 



♦ wJiere ox-lips — ] The oxslip is the greater cowslip, 

t Nodding violet growt;] Id est^ that declines its he(|4} . lil(?> ft 
drowsy person. — Stbev^ns. 

rear-mice,'] A rere-mouse is a bat. 

with double longiie.J Our author me^ns forked, 

II Newts and blind worms^J The newt is the eft^ the hlind- 
is the CaciMa or slow- worm. 
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ckoRirs. 
Philomel, witli melody. 
Sing in our sweet luNabr ; 
LtiHa. lulki, lullaby; lalia, lulla, lollftby : 
Never harm, nor spell, nor obum, 
Gome our loyel j lady nigh ; 
So good nigbt, with luthibv. 



lat JRtl. Weaving efdclers, come not here^ 

Hence, you long-legg'd eplnnens, henoe: 
Beetles Mkck, approach na:t bear ; 
Wonn, not sxuul do no offence. 

CHORUS. 

Plulomei, with melody, &c. 

Ist Fai. Hence, away ; now all is well : 
t)ne, aloof, stand sentinel. 

\Exeimt FAkRnes* Tytaxia sle^ 

^nter Oberon. — Music. 

INCANTATION. 
Obe. What thou seest, when thou dost awake, 

[Squ^eaies ikefiowtr on Titahu's ty4id»^ 
Do it for thy true love take \ 
LoVe, and languisb for hi6 sake : 
Be it ounce,* or cat, or bear. 
Pard, or boar with bristled hair, 
In thy eye that shall appear 
When thou wa^'st, it is thy dear ; 
Wake, wlieii some vile thing is near. 

{Music — ExiU 
Enter LysAindbr <Muf Hsumia. 
Lifi. Fair love, you faint with wandering in the wood ; 
And to speak truth, I have forgot our way ; 
WeUl rest us, Hermia, if you think it good, 
And tarry for the comfort of the day. 
Heir, lie ft rio, Lysander ; find yOu out a bed, 
For I upon this bank will rest my head. 

Lye, One turf shall serve as pillow for us both. 
One heiurt, one bed. two bosoms, and one troth. 

Her. Nay, good Lysander : for my sake, my dear, 
Lie further off yet ; do not He so near. 

*Be%i ouJMtf.] The ouace is a small tiger, or tiger-cat. 
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Lys, 0, take tbe sense, sweet, of my innocence ; 
Love takes the meaning, in love's conference. 
I mean, that mj heart unto yours is knit. 
So that but one heart we can make of it : 
Two bosoms interchanged with an oath : 
So then, two bosoms, and a single troth. 
Then, bj jour side no bedroom me deny ; 
For, lying so, Hermia, I do not lie. 

6er. Lysander riddles very prettily : — 
Now much beshrew my manners and my pride, 
If Hermia meant to say Lysander lied. 
But, gentle friend, for love and courtesy 
Lie further off; in human modesty, 
Such separation, as may well be said. 
Becomes a virtuous bachelor and a maid : 
So far be distant ; and good night, sweet friend : 
Thy love ne'er alter, till thy sweet life end ! 

Lys, Amen, amen, to that fair prayer, say I ; 
And then end life, when I end loyalty ! 
Here is my bed : [Lies on hankj l. 2 e.] Sleep give thee all 
his rest! 

Her. With half that wish the wisher's eyes be pi'OM'd ! 

[Thty sUep. 

Enter Puck, l. 3 e. — Music. 

Puck. Through the forest have I gone. 
But Athenian found I none. 
Night and silence ! who is here 1 
Weeds of Athens he doth wear : 
This is he, my master said. 
Despised the Athenian maid ; 
And here the maiden, sleeping sound. 
On the dank and dirty ground. 
Pretty soul ! she durst not lie 
Near this lack-love, this kill-courtesy. [Music 
Churl, upon thine eyes I throw 
All the power this charm doth owe ; 
When thou wak'st, let love forbid 
Sleep his seat on thy eyelid. 
So awake, when I am gone ; 
For I must now to Oberon. 

[Music. — Eanty b. 2 s. 
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Enter Pe^etqivs cmd Hjei.»NA, hfi9tHy^ R; \ e., 

Hd. Stay, tho' tboa kill me, sweet Demetrias. 

Bern, I charge thee, heaoe, aod do not haunt me thus, 

HeL 0, wilt thou daukliag leaTe me ? Do not so. 

Dem. Stay, on thy peril 5 I alone will go. 

[BaoU DencxTRius. 

Hd, 0, 1 am out of breath in this fond chase ! 
The more my prayer, the lesser is my grace. 
But who is here ? — Lysander I on the ground ! 
Dead ? or asleep ? I see no blood, no wound :— 
Lysander, if you live, good sir, awake. 

Lys, And run through fire I will, for thy sweet sake. 

{Wakifng. 
Transparent Helena ! Nature here shows art, 
That through thy bosom makes me see thy heart. 
Where is Demetrius ? O, how fit a word 
Is that vile name, to perish oa my sword ! 

Hd, Do not say so, Lysander ; say not so. 
What though he love your Hermia ? Lord, what thongh? 
Yet Hermia still loves you : then be content. ' 

Lys. Content with Hermia ? No 5 I do repent 
The tedious minutes I with her have spent. 
Not Permia, but Helena now I love : 
Who will not change a raven for a dove ? 

Hd, Wherefore was I to this k^en roockepy bom ? 
When, at your hands, did I deserve this scorn ? 
But fare you well : perforce I must confess, 
I thought you lord of more true gentleness. 
O, that a lady, of one man refus'd,. 
Should, of another, therefor be abus'd 1 [Exity l. 1 e. 

Lys, She sees not Hermia : — ^Hermia, sle^ thou there ; 
And never may'st thou come Lysander near! [ExU^ l. 1 e. 

Her. [Starti/ag,\ Lysander! what, removed? Lysander! 
lord! 
What, out of hearing ? gone ? no sound, no word ? 
No ! then I well perceive you are not nigh : 
Either death, or you, I'll find immediately ! [Exit^ r. 1 e. 

ErUer Qctince, Snug, Bottom, Flute, Snout, amd Starve- 
ling, L, 3 s.(e) 

Bot, Are we all met ? 

Qwi, Pat, pat ; and here's a morvellous convenient place 
for our Deheassal : This green plot shall be our stage, this 
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hawthorn brake our tyring-bouse ; aad we will do it ip ac- 
tion, as w^ will do it before the Prince. 

Bou Peter Qninjce — 

Q?A*. What say'st thou, buHy Bottom t 

BoL There ve things in this comedy of P^cm^t* omd 
Thisbj/y that will never please. First Fyramus miist d^raw a 
BWord to kill himself which th^ ladies cannot abide. How 
answer you that 7 

Sao. Byrlakin a parlous ftar.* 

Sta. I believe we must leave the killing out, yrb&n all i* 
done. 

Bot. Not a whit. [Crosses to c.l I have a device to make att 
well. Write me a prologue : ana let the prologue seem to 
say, we will do no harm with our swords ;. and tiat Pyramus 
is not kilPd indeed ; and for the more better assurance, tell 
them, that I, Pyramjus, am not Pyramus^ but Bottom the 
weaver. This will put them out of fear. 

Qui. Well, we will have such a prologue ; and it shall be 
written in eight and six. 

Bot. No, make it two more ; let it be written in eight and 
eight. 

5/M>. Will not the ladies be afeard of the lioal 

Sla. I fear it, I promise you. 

Bot. Masters, you ought to consider with yourselves : to 
bring in. Heaven shield us ! a lion among ladies, is a most dread- 
ful thing : for there id not a more fearful wild-fowl than your 
lion, living ; and we ought to lock to it. 

Sofi* Thevelbre, another proline must tell he i^ not. a lion. 

Bot. Nay, you must name his name, and half his face must 
be seen through the lion's neck; and he himself must speak 
through, saying thus, or to the same defeet, — Ladies,.or fair 
ladies, I would, wisli you, or I would request yon. on I would 
entreat yeu^ not to m», not to tjrem^le : my lil^wc y«urs. If 
you think I cone- hitb^P as a Iton^ it were p&y of m^ life : No, 
I am no such thizig} I am a man aa other xofin.aro: mi 
there^ indeed, let him name his name, and tell them plainly . 
he is Snug the }omev.(/) 

Qui. Well, it shall be ao. But there is two hard" things; 
that is, to brixjg the moonlight into a chamber : fox you know^ 
Pyramus and Thisby meet by moonlight. 

Snug, Doth the moon shine that night we play our play ? 

Bot. A ealendar 1 a oalendar ! look in the idmanao ; find out 
moonshine, find out moonshine. 

* By 'rl» king a parluus /car.] By our lady kin, or liiiU lady. 
Parlous is a n-ord corrupfeed from perildus, t. e. cTanererCuf 
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Qui. Tes, it doth shine that night. 

Bot. Why, then may you leave a casement of the great 
chamber-window, where we play, open j and the moon may- 
shine in at the casement. 

Qui. Ay ; or else one must come in with a bush of thorns 
and a lantern, and say, he comes to disfigure, or to present, 
the person of moonshine. There is another thing : we must 
have a wall in the great chamber ; for Pyramus and Thisby, 
wiys the story, did talk through the chink of a wall. 

Saug. You can never bring in a wall. — ^What say you, 
Bottom ? 

Bot. Some man or other must present wall : and let him 
have some phister, or some loam, or some rough-cast about 
him, to signify wall : or let him hold his fingers thus, and 
through that cranny shall Pyramus and Thisby whisper. 

Qui. If that may be, then all is well. Come, every mother^s 
son, and rehearse your parts. Pyramus, you begin: when 
you have spoken your speech, enter into that brake ; and so 
every one according to his cue« 

Enter Puck, behind^ l. 2 e. 

Puck. What hempen homespuns have we swaggering here^ 
So near the cradle of the fairy queen ? 
What, a play toward ? I'll be an auditor ; 
An actor too, perhaps, if I see cause. 

Qui. Speak, Pyramus. — Thisby, stand forth. 

Pyr. Thisby, the flowers have odious savors sweet ; 

Qui, Odors, odors. 

Pyr, — ; odors savors sweet : 

So hath thy breath, my dearest Thisby dear. 
• But, hark, a voice ! stay thou a while but here, 

And by and by I will to thee appear. [Exity h. 1 e. 

Pitck. A stranger Pyramus than e'er played here ! 

[Aside. Exit, r. 2 e. 
Flu. Must I speak now 1 

Qui. Ay, marry, must you : for you must understand he 
goes but to see a noise that he heard, and is to come again. 

Ihis. Most radiant Pyramus, most lily-white of hue, 
Of color like the red rose on triumphant brier, 

Most brisky juvenal, and eke most lovely Jew, 
As true as truest horse that yet would never tire, 

I'll meet thee, Pyramus, at Ninny's tomb. 
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Qui, Ninus' tomb, man. Why, you must not speak that 
yet ; that you answer to Pyramus : You speak all your part 
at once, cues and all* — ^Pyramus, enter ; your cue is past ; it 
is " never tire." 

Re-ento' Puck, und Borroir wUh an om'^ Juad^ l. 2 x. 

T%ii. O, — ^As true as truest horse that yet would never tire- 
Pj/r, If I were, fair Tbisby, I were only thine :— 

Q^^, monstrous ! strange ! we are haunted. 
Pray, masters ! fly, masters ! help I 
^Helj^Ihelp! 

i Exeunt^ r. and L. 2 £. Bottom foUotu ^j^, r. 2 x. 
'11 follow you I V\l lead you about a round. 

[Music, ExUy R. X s* 

Re-enter Bottom, r. 2 b. 

Bot, Why do they run away ? this is a knavery of tliem to 
make me afeard. 

Re-enter Snout. 

Sno. Bottom, thou art changed ! what do I see oh thee 7 
Bot, What do you see ? you see an ass's head of your own : 
Do you ? 

Re-enter Quingx. 

Qui. Bleas tbee, Bottom ! bless thee ! thou art translated. 

[ExU. 

Bot. I see their knavery ; this is to make an ass of me ; to 
fHght me, if they could. But I will not stir from this place, 
do what they can ; 1 will walk up and down here, and I will 
sing, that they shall hear I am not afraid. [Singe. 

The ousel-cock,* so black of hue, 

With orange-tawney hilly 
Th^ thros(U\ with his note so true. 

The ipren wi^ little gwUL 

Tit. What angel wakes me from my flowery bed') 

[Waking. 

* The eosel-eock,] The ouzei eoek is generalYy understood to be 
the cock blackbird ; but the ousfd differs from the blackbird by 
having a white cresoeni upon the breast, and is, besides, rather 
larger. 

j- The throstle was the Dightiogale. 
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Sot. Thejlnchy the sparrow, nnd ^ lark, 

The plain song cuckoo'* gray 
Whose note fiUl many a man €h^ matk, 
And dares not answer nay. 

For fft^dj Who wcmM set Ms wit to «o foc^tsli* Irird t 
Wha would !]^ve a bipd t^o Ue, tJio' iie ory ouckoo never so. 

Ti^. I pxay tliee, geatle mortal, sing again ; 
Mine ear is much enamour'd of thy note, 
So is mine eye enthralled to thy shape ; 
On the first view, to say, to swear I love thee. 

Bot. Methinks, mistress^ you should hare Iktie reason 
for that; and yet, to say the truth, reason and love keep 
little company together, now-a^days. The more the pity that 
«ome homeait neighbottrs will not make them friends. Nay, I 
can gleekf upon occasion. 

Tit. Thou art as wise as thou art beautiful. ^ 

' Bvi. Not «o neither ; but if I hud wit enough to gfet o^at of 
this wood, I have enough to serve mine own tarn. 

TU. Out of this wood do tiot desire to go ; 
Thou shalt remain here, whether thou wilt or no. 
I am a spirit of no common rate : 
The summcfr stlU doth tend upon my state, 
And I do love thee ; therefore, go with me 5 
I'll give thee fairies to-iittend Oh thee ; 
And they ^hall £et<$h thee jewels from the deof^ 
And sing, while thou on pressed flowers dost sleep ; 
Peas-blossom, Cobweb, Moth, and M<uta»l-«eeid» 

Enter 4'EutLiKS. 

1st fkd. Keady. . 
2ndl*ai. And I. 

Zrd Fai. And I. 

4th Fai. And I. 

All. Where «!mll we go t 
Tit, Be kind and eonrteons to this genttenuin 5 
Hop in his walks, and gamboi Ih his eyes ; 

* plain song cuckoo, &c.] That is, the cuckoo, <eho, har- 

ioR no variety of sdraing, Bing* in phUn ^ongt of in pkmo t&ntu , 
)>7 which expression the untfom^.modalatlan or MMplicit^ of ih* 
^uut was anciently <JUstiflffciisb<H), in oppositioo to prk^mmtf, 
or variegated mnsick sung by note. 

t Icangleek] To gleek, is to joke or scoff bottom t« 

congratulating himself on the humour of what he has just said 



Feed him with apricocks, and dewberries ; 

With purple grapes, green figs and mulberries 5 

The honey bags steal froi^ the humble bees, 

And pluck the wings from painted butterflies, 

To fan the moonbeams from his sleeping eyes ; 

Nod to him, elves, and do him courtesies. [Music* 

let Fai. Hail, mortal ! 

2tid Fai, Hail ! 

ZrdFai. Hail! 

4'hFau Hail! 

Bot. I cry your worship's mercy, heartily. I beseech your 
worship's name. 

Cob. Cobweb. 

S6t. I shall d^^ire of you rAofe acquaintance, godd mister 
Cobweb : If I cut my finger, I shall miake bold with .you. 
Yo^r natne, hdnest gieHtleman ! 

Peas. Peas-blosFotn. 

Bot. I pray you, commend nfe to raiistress Squash,* your 
mother, and to master p€ias-cod, your fathei*. Good master 
Pea9-bl()6sotn, I thtAl desire ycfU of mere iuiqiuuntaaieci too. 
Your nilme^ I beseech you, sir ? 

Mits. Mustard-seed. 

Bot. Good master Mustiird-seed, I krio# yotrr patieuc* 
Veil ; that same cowai*dly, giant-like ox-befef hath devoured 
toany a gentleman of your house. I promise you, your kin- 
dred hath made toy eyes water ei*e now ^Your nkine, Jbbti^st 

9ir? . 

Moth, Moth. 

Bot, I desire of you more acquMutance, good master Moth^ 

Tit. Obme, wait upon him, lead him to my bower. 

The moon, methinks, looks with a watery eye, 
And When she ^eeps, weeps every littl* flower, 

Lamenting some enforced chastity ; 

life up my lover's tongue, and bring him k»il^tly. 

* — '— mistress Squash,] Squash then meant an immatiirtt 
peascod. 



NOTES Olf SECOIfD ACT. 



(a) " Tliou Lob of Sptrits."--] i. e., Lubber, or clown. " Lob," 
lobcock, looby, and lubber, all denote inactivity of body and dnlU 
ness of mind. The reader will remember Milton, in " L' Allegro" — 

Then lay him down the lubber fiend. 

(6) -—that shrewd and knavish sprite, 
Called Robin aood-fellow.] 

. " The acconnt given of this * knavish sprite* in these lines, cor- 
responds with what is said of .him in Harsenet's 'Declaration* 
(1603). " And if that the bowl of cards and cream were not duly 
set ont for Robin Good-fellow, the friar, and Sisse, the dairy-maid, 
why then. either the (x>ttage was burnt next day in the pot, or the 
cheeses would not curdle, or the butter would not come, vr the ale 
in the vat never would have good head." Scott aUo Speaks of him, 
in his '* Discovery of Witchcraft:" 

" Your grand am 's maids were wont to set a bowl of milk for 
him, for his pains in grinding of malt and mustard, and sweeping 
the house at midnight. This white bread, and bread and milk, 
was his standing fee." — T. Whartow. 

(0 **8weet Vucky — ] " The epithet is by no means superfluous, 
as • Puck' alone was far from being an endearing appellation. Is 
signified nothing. better than fiend, or devil. So, the author of 
•Pierce Ploughman' puts the'ponk' for the devil — *none helle 
powke.' It seems to have been an old Gothic word. Puke, puken ! 
Sathanas, Qudm. — And, Lexicon Island" — Ttrwhitt 

" In Spencer's 'Epithalium' (1695) : 

** Ne let hoQse fyres, nor lightning's helpelesse hamu, 
Ne let the pouke, nor other evil spri^ht, 
Ne let miaohievous witches with therr oharmes, 
Ne let hobgoblins, etc." 

Again, in the ninth book of Golding's translation of OTid*a 
Metamorphoses (1587) : 

*' and the country where Chymarra, that same pooke, 

Hath goatish bodie, etc."— Stskvbns. 



We have-a Ketir Tork Anaericanism, which comes through ther 
Batch from the same root — spook — ^meaning any fearful aqd super- - 
tiaiaral viaituf, though generally a ghost. Ben Johnson calls his. 
Rohin Goodfellow, whose* occupations are described as resemhUng; 
Puck's FosTf in the play of which Pag is the hero, (" The Devil 
is an Ass"). Burton, C* Anatomy of Melancholy,'^) soon after, 
speaks of a Puck as a peculiar sort of demon, like a " Will of the 
Wisp." It would appear, therefore, to have been already a long 
familiar name and not of thfe poet's invention. Yet there is a cuiiofis • 
coincidence between the name and a similar sounding one, fami!-'* 
iar to the language of our North American Indians, and connected' 
with a similar playful superstition. 

An ingenious attempt has been made by onr country wonian,' 
Mrs. E. Oakes Smith, to identify the Puck of Shakspeare with a' 
noted personage, of similar name, who figures in our aboriginal 
mythology. Her theory is based upon the curious Indian re- 
searches of H. R. Schoolcraft, Esq.. published some years since 
in New York. Puck-pa-wis, it seems, is the name of a mythologi- 
cal character, who figures in the fictitious lodge legends of the 
Algonquiris, whose language, low the principal tongue among the' 
lake tribes of the North-west, formerly prevailed, with some 
variations of dialect, irom the St. Lawrence to the Roanoke, at 
the time when those regions were visited.by Raleigh, and other con- 
temporaries of Shakspere. Puck-pa-wis (according to Schoolcraft,) 
is always represented as '* a roving, jumping, dancing, adventure' 
hunting iilmracter — a kind of harum-scarum, merry Andrew, who' 
performs all sorts of feats and pranks." He figures sometimes 
alone, but frequently has an attendant company of sprites, called 
" Puck-wudj-innine9s" an epithet commonly translated " the little 
Vanishers," or to render it more clearly, (inninee being the diminu- 
tive form of the term for man,) " the little wild Vanishing men of 
the woods." 

(d) Henchman J page of honor.] This office was abolished by 
Queen Elizabeth, but probably remained in the city. 

Henchmen were a certain number of youths, the sons of gen- 
tlemen, who stood or walked near the person of the monarch on 
all public occasions. They are mentioned in the sumptuary stat- 
ntes of the 4th of Edward IV., and 24th of Henry VIII. Hench- 
men or Heinsmen, is a German word, as Blount informs us In his 
** Glossographia," signifying a domestic, whence our ancients 
term Hind, a servant in the house of a farmer. Dr. Percy, in a 
note on the Earl of Northumberland's " Household Book," with 
less probability, derives the appellation from their custom ol 
standing by the side, or haunch of their lord. — Rbbd. 

{e) In the time of Shakspeare there were many companies of 
players, sometimes five at the same time, contending for the fa- 



* Of Ibe ptrbltblr. Of thM« som^wt^e undbabiMdly ywt m- 
skilhil and very poor, and ft is probab<« thai the design of 
Uifs Bcevro wns to ridicule their igdoranoe, and th<i odd expedients 
til whioh they iiii«ht be driven by tbe want of proper deeoratioas. 
Bottom was perhaps th« h^ad of a rival hoiisei atid is therefore 
hoiioui-ed with an ass^i bead.^— JottirsoKr 

(f) jVTiK / ann no suck thing ; lam a mafi as oiker mc^ are : — 
ana iker^t indeed^ lei him narwf his name ; and UU them plainly^ 
he is finug, the Joiner »] There are probably many temporary all u 
sioiis to particufar incidents and characters scattered thvou^h our 
author's plays, whicli give a poicrnancy to certain passages^ while 
the events were. recent, and the persons pointed at yet living. — 
IJQ the speech now before us, I Uiink it not improbable that he 
meant to allude to a fact which happened la bis time, at an en- 
tertainment exhibited before Qiieen Elizabeth. It is recorded in 
a manuscript collection of anecdotes, stories, &e*, entitled, Merry 
Passages and Jests, MS., Bart, 6395: 

" Therd was a spectacle presented to Queen Stizabeth upon the 
watei', and among others, Harry Ooldingham was to represent 
Arion upon the dolphin's backe! but finding his voice to be vcrj^e 
hoarse and unpleasant, when be oame to perform iU he tears off 
liis disguise, and swears he was none of Arion, not he, hut even 
honest Sarry Ooldingham; which blunt discoverle pleased the 
Queeue better than if it had gone through in the right way : — 
yet he could order his voice to an instrument exceeding well.'* 



] 
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ACT It:. 

SciNE L--ANOTHER PaM Of (CHe W^i&t). 

Oberon discovered^ l. Music* ., ., 

Obe. I wonder if l^ta&ia be atrak'd : 
Then, what it was that next came in hbr (ffe^ 
"Which she must dote on in extrem^y. ' 

• 1^ 

Enter Puck, r. 

Here comes my messenger [M^isie]!, — Hdtr t)ow, tmwd s^idtl 
What night-r«fe* no\^ ab'oafi this hMfnted grove 1 

Puck. Ay mistress with a mooBler is in k>ve« 
Near to her close and ooHseetated tk)we!^^ 
While she was in her dull ajl4 sleefuhig l»>Qi»y .1 

A 6tc^ of patchesft tilde^ mechanicals^ * ". 

That work hti bf«ad ttpoh Athenian stalls, 
Were met together *o rehearse a pliiy, i 

Intended for great Theseus' nu^l^l d«jr. 
The shallowest tbiek*-sklii of that barren sdil^ 
WilD'PynunuB presented, in their sport, 
An asa^i t|OWl| 1 &led on his hdad 9 
So, at his sights awfrfhiis^ fellows fled: 
When in that moment (so it came tty^iUK^ 
Titania wak'd, and straight?^i(f lovM dn IML ; / 

Obe. This falls out better ibm I oDulid dtttviBe^ 
But hast thou yet Iateh*d$ the Atheniau'ii eyor i 

With the loye juice, as I did bid thee do ? 

. '' ' . . -...•'.' '1 

* Whe^ -fli«h1?mle-^) Night-rule^ in this place, should seem 
to mean, what frolick of the uight, what revelry is going forward 1 

t patches i\ Pcttch was inofd Idngaage used as a term of 

opproby ; perhaps with mach the same import as we use ragga- 
muffin^ or tatterdemaXitni. ' / 

X An ass^s nowl — ] a head. ^ 

§ lateh'd—] Signifies to infect^ 6ntrapf)ed With delusion. 

Nari^s' Olossart. 



36- MIDSU^EMER MIGHT's DREAM. 

Twk. I took liim sleeping, — that is finish'd too, — 
And the Athenian woman by Lis side : 
That, when he wak'd, of force she must be eye'd. 

'Enter Demetrius aiydi Hermia, 1 e. l. 

Obe, Stand close , this is the same Athenian. 

Tuck, This is the woman, but not this the man. 

Bern, 0, why rebuke you him that loves you so ? 
Lay breath so bitter on your bitter foe ! 

Htr. If thou hast slain Lysander in his deep, 
Then kill me too. 

The sun was not so true unto the day, 
As he to me : Would he have stol'n away - 
From sleeping Hennia % ^ 

Hast thou slain him then ? 
Henceforth be never numbered among men ! 

DcTw. I am not guilty of Lysander's blood ; 
Nor is he dead, ibr aught that I can tell. 

Her, I pray thee, tell me then that he is well. 

Dem, An if I could, what should I get therefore ? 

Her. A privilege, never to see me more. — 
And from thy hated presence part I so : 
See me no more, whether he be dead or no. \EasiU 1 s« A. 

Dem. There is no following her in this fierce vein : 
Here, therefore, for a while I will remain. 
So sorrow's heaviness doth heavier grow, . 
For debt that bs^krupt sleep doth sorrow owe. 

\JM9 down. Qjt, L. 

Ohe, What hast thou done? thou hast xmstakea. quite. 
And laid the love-juice on some true^bves. sight; 
About the wood go swiiter than the Wind, * 
And Helena of Athens look thou find : 
By some illusion eeto thou bring her here ; 
I'll charm his eyes, against she do appear. 

Puck, I go, I go : look, how I go ; . 
Swifter thwi arrow from the Tartar's bow. 

. . [Exit, — ^u.s.L J&fufiCi 

INCANTATION. 

Ohe, Flower of this purple die. 

Hit with Cupid's archery 
' ' Sink in apple of his eye ! 

When his love he doth espy, 
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Let her shine as glonously 

As the Venice of the sky — 

When thou wak'st, if she be by, 

Beg of her for remedy. [MuHe, 

Re-enter Puck, 1 e. r. 

PttcL Captiun of our fairy band, 

Helena is here at hand, 

And the youth, mistook by me. 

Pleading for a lover's fee : 

Shall we their fond pageant see ? 

Lord, what fools these mortals be! 
Obe. Stand aside : the noise they make, 

Will cause Demetrius to awake. 

Enter Helena and Lts4lNi>er. 2 E. m. 

Lys. Why should you think, that I should woo in tootn 1 
Scorn and derision never come in tears : 

Look, when I vow, I weep j and vows so bom, 
In their nativity all truth appears. < 

Hd. These vows are Hermia's 5 ! • ' 

Lys, I had no judgment, when to her I arwoitei 

Hd, Nor none, in my mind, now you give her o'er. * 

Lys, Demetrius loves her, and he loves not you.' - « - 

[Oberok vMwswind, - 

If em. {awaking). Helen, goddess, nymph, perfoot, •divme ! 
To what, my love, shall I compare thine eyne 1 

HeL spiteful fate ! I see you all are bent 
To set ag linst me for your merriment. 
If you were men, as men you are in show, 
iTou would not use a gentle lady so. 
You both are rivals, and love Hermia ! • 

And now both rivals to mock Helena : 
A trim exploit, a manly enterprize. 
To conjure tears up in a poor maid's eyes. 

Lye. You are unkind, Demetrius ; be not so ; 
For you love Hermia ; this you know I know: 
And here, with all good will, with all my heart, 
In Hermia's love I yield you up my part ; 
And yours of HdeniL to me bequeath, 
Whom I do love,-ana will do to my death. 

Hd. Never did mockers waste more idle breath. 

Dem. Lysandcr, keep thy Hermia ; I will none $ 
If e'er I loved her, all that love is gone. 



31^ liTj^tjitMim ki6ht'» vKtum^ 

Enter Hkrmia, 1 £w r^ 

Her, Oh ! why uDkindly didst thoti l^ve toe so ; 

Li^\ Why should he stay whom love doth press to go 7 

Her. "W'hat love could press Lys^rtder from my side ? 

Lys, Lysander's lote^ that would not Ittt him bide ; 
Fair Helena, who more eu^iJfls the uight 
Than all yon fiery oes* nnd ryes of light. 
Why seek'st thou me 1 ctmkl not thb make theb know 
The hate [ bear thee timde me leave thee bo 7 

Her, You speak not as you tliink j It canaot be. 

Hel, Injurious fiermia f most ung^rateful tnaid ! 
Have you conspir'd— ^bave jou with thete contrived 
To bait me with this foul derisi^m ? 
All school days' friendship, childhood innocencie ? 
Did we not/Hetmia, gt&W to^ether^ . 
Like ta • double cherry, 
Two loving berries, moulded on one stem ? 
And will you rent our ancient love asunder, 
To join with men in scorning your poor friend ^ 

Li/8. Helen, I love thee, hy my life I do. 

Dem, I say, I love thee, more than he can do. 

Lps, If thou say so, withdraw^ and prove it too. 
Now follow, if thou dar'st, to try whose right, 
Or' thine or mine, is most in Helena. 

Detik, Follow! nay, I'll ga with thee, cheek by jowl. 

[ExtutU Lysander arid DiafETiiiua, l. 

Her, You juggler, you canker-blossom, you thief ai lote, ' 
Have you come by night, 
And stol'n my love's heart from him 't 

Hel, Fine, I faith — have you no modesty, fio toaideii sluanel^, 
No touch of bashfulness 1 
Fie. fie, you counterfeit^ you puppet you ! 

Her, Puppet ? why so ? ay, that way goeis the g&m^. 
Now I perceive that she hath made compare 
Between our 8tature8,r she hath urged her height. 
And with her personage — her tall persontlge, 
Her height fov90oth— she hath prevailed with Jnih. 
And are you grown so high iii his esteem, 
Because I am so dwarfish, and so low 1 
How low am I, thou painted maypole, speak, 
How low fhtt I ? I am not yet so low 
But that niy BftUa can reach imto thine eyeij. 

♦ dU your fiery oes] Shakespeare uses for a Circle. 



JSel, Oj when sh%'6 ati^, i»b<& fs keen mi Bht^ifWd t 
She was a vixeti- when «he wtnt to school; 
And^ thoup^h she be but little, she is fierce. 

Her. Little again 1 nothiag but low and little ? 
Let me come to her. 

Hel. Get you gone, 70U dwarf j 

You minimus, of hindering .knot grass* made i 
You bead, you acorn. 

Her. You, mistress, all this coil is long of you : 
Nay. go not back. [Both waui up and down. 

Hel, I will not trust you, nor loneer stay ; 
Yonr hands than mine are qutcket" ioir a fray^ 
My legs are longer though, to run away. [Runs off l. 1 e. 

Her. I am amazed, and know not whit to say. [Exit u 
' Obe* This is tjiytuegligence ; BtUI thou mifit^k'sty . < 
Or elu ^otmnat thy knaveries wilful^* 

Puck. Believe me, king of ahadows, t mistook. 
Did not you tell me^ I {)hould know the man 
By the Athenian garments he had on ? 
And 80 filir blamde^s prorres my ent«*priae/ 
That I have 'nointed an Athenian's eyes ; 
And so far am I glad ft so 4id iortf 
As this their jangling I esteem a sport. 

Ohe. Thou seest, thes6 lovers seek a t>Iace to fight ; 
Hie, ^refore, Bobin, overcast the night: 
The starry welkin cover thou anon 
^Vith dix)oping fog, as black as Acheron * 
And lead these testy rivals so astray. 
As one come not within another*8 way ; 
Till o'er their brows death-counterfeiting' ^leep, 
TV^ith. leaden legs and batty wings doth creep : 
Then orush this herb into Lysander's eye j 
When they next' wake, All this derfsioti 
Shall seem a dream aadi fruitless vision; 
My fairv lord, this must be done with haste, 
For nights' swift dn^fioiiB'^ oa* Ihe ckmd» AUI fiiat. 

* hind'rins: knot graad made J It sippears. that * knot grass' 

was anciently supposed to prevebt tUe ^owth of any. animal or 
child. Beaumont and Fletclier meutioa Uiis property of it in the 
** Knight of tbe bUrOing Pestle*" 

♦For nfghlis'-flWift dragons,] ^fce chariot of night was drawn 
by " dragons" on account of their watirbftUiMaS. Tbejr i^ero-«h« 
serpents whose " eyes were nenrer 9kntJ' In Uilton'a Ik FttuteKOf 
80, " Cynthia checks her dragon yok«^.'* 
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But notwithstanding haste, make no de]ay, 

We maj effect this business yet ere day. [Exit Obebon. 



SONG 

Pwk. Vp and down, np and dowix ; 

i will lead them np and down : j 

. . Thou art feared in field and town 

Goblin, lead them up and down. ! 

Here comes one. 

[Fuck toaves his. ha/ad and a thick fog peroades the scene. 

Enter Ltsander. 

Lye, Where art thou, proud Demetrius? Speak thou now. 
Puck. Here, villain ; drawn and ready. Where art thou* 
Lye. I will be with thee straight. 
Puck, Follow me, then, 

To plainer ground. 

[Exit Lysander, asfoUawing the voice^ 2 s. l. 

Enter Dsmbtjuus, l. 

Dem, • Lysander, speak a^in, 

Thou runaway, thou coward^ art thou fled ? , 
Speak. In some bush ? Where dost thou hide thy head ? 

Puck, Thou coward, art thou bragging to the stars ? 
Come, recreant ; come thou child ; 
I'll whip thee with a rod ; he is defii'd 
That draws a sword on thee. 

Dem, Yea, art thou there ? [Crosses in to r. 

Puck, [Rwns behind r., then speaks,] Follow my voice ^ 
we'll try no manhood here. [Exeunt r, 2 z, — Music* 

Re-e7iter Lysander, 1 e. r. 

Lys, He goes before me, and still dares me on; 
When I come where he calls, then he is gone. 
The villain is much lighter heel'd than I: 
I foUow'd fast, but faster he did fly : 
That fallen am I in dark uneven way, 
And here will rest me. Come, thou gentle day : 

[Lies dotouj l. h. 2 x. on bcmL 
For if but once thou show me thy gray light, 
Pll find Demetrius, and reivQnge this spite. [Sleqn, 
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Re-enter Puck arid Dsmetbius, &. 2 e. 

Puck. Ho, ho, ho ! (a) Coward, why com'st thou not? 

Dem. Abide me, if thou dar'st ; for well I wot, 
Thou runn'st before me, shifting every place, 
And dar'st not stand, nor look me in the face. 
Where art thou now ? 

Puck. Come hither ; I am here. 

Dem. Nay, then, thou mock'st me. Thou shalt 'by this dear| 
If ever I thy face by day-light see : 
Now go thy way. Faintness cjn^traineth me 
To measure out my length on this cold bed. 
By day's approach look to be visited. 

[Lies down and sleeps r. h. 2 £., on hank 

Enter Helena, l. 3 e. 

Hel. O, weary night ! 0, long and tedious night, 
Abate thy hours : 

Sleep, that sometimes shuts up sorrow's eye, 
Steal me awhile from mine own company. 

[Sleeps on hank^ r. 3 x. 
Puck, Tet but three ! Come one more ; 

Two of both kinds make up four. 
Here she comes, curst and sad : 
Cupid is a knavish lad, 
Thus to make poor females mad. 

Enter Hermia, l. 3 e. 

Her. Never so weary, never so in woe, 

Bedabbled with the dew, and torn with briers ; 
I can no further crawl, no furcher go — 
Here will I rest me till the break of day ; 
Heaven bhield Lysander if they mean a fray. 

[The mist clears off, and discovers the Forest. — ^Demetrius, [c] 
Lysander, [2 e. l.] Helena, [l.] and Hermia [3 e. r.] 
asleep on separate banks. Puck advaaiceSy and touches the 
eyes of each with the magic herb. 

Puck, On the ground 

Sleep sound: 
We'll apply 
To your eye. 
Gentle lover, remedy. 
[Puck squeezing the juice on Ltsander's eye. 



Wben thou trak'st, 

Thou tak'st 

True delight 

la the sight 
Of thy former lady's eye : 
And the country proverb known, 
That every man should ti^e own, 
In your waking shall be shown : 

Jack shall have Jill ; 

Nought shall go ill ; 
The man shall have his mare again, and all shall be welL 

DANCE Of FAIRtES. 
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NOTES OH TRIED ACT. 



(a) itotholhdfl This is I^lck^s e*<^ftmft« toll 111 Vtn baHAds and 
tracts relating to him especially in " Robin Goodfellow, His Mad 
Pranks and Merry Jests,'* (1628) wliere it often oecurff, ^hen the 
goblin is peculiarly pleased at the success of Any of liis tricks. 

The Perciy Bociety not Ioito gin<ie re^Mititad a traet oatled 
" Robin QoodfeUe^, Hfa Miul Pranks and M^^ry Jento/* A^im an 
edition in 1628 ; but there is little donbi that it'oriffiMlly came 
out at least forty years earlier, together with a bailad inserted in 
tlie introduction to tliat repfint } , it shows how Shakspaare 
availed himself of existing popular superFtilions, In '-* Percy's 
aeliques.'Xia., 264, edit, 1S12J is a ballad entitled, *' The Merry 
Pniiiks of Robin Goodfellow,'^ attributed to Ben Jonson, of which 
I have a version in a Md. of the time; it is the more curioQs, b^ 
cause it has the initials B. J. at the end. It contains some vftrhl- 
tiona and an additional stanza, which, consideiing thd subject of 
the poom, it may be t^orlh while here to subjoin :*^ 

** When u my felloir-elfes ittd I 
In circled ring do trip around. 
If that our sports by any eye 
Do happien to be mbq or ibiBid« 
ir that they 
No wofda ao «(vy, 
Bat mum continue as they g6^ 
EiMh hiflrht I ^ 
Put groat in shoe, ^ 
Ana wind out bagfain^, )io I ho 1 bo f^ 

. The ineidents oonnected with the life of Robin Goodfellow, 
were^ no doubt, worked up by different dramatists in different 
waya, and in ** Heaselowe's Diary'' are inserted two entries of 
money paid to Henry Chettle for a play he was writing in Septem- 
ber. 1602, under the title of " Robin Goodfellow." 

There is every reason to believe that "Midsummer Night's 
Bream^* was popular in I6fi2, the year before it wa» was repfint- 
ed in the first folio. It !s thns mentioned by Taylor, tb« wate#. 
poet, in his " Sir Qregory KonsaAe :" " I day, aa Si id appteva- 
fully written, and commended to posterity, in the ' Midsummer 
Kis;bt'8 Dream*— if weoffiind, it fs With o>ir ^ood wtll, we oame With 
no latent bat to offend, and show our simple '«kiU.''« 
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ACT IV. 
Scene!.— TITANIA'S BOWER. 

TXTANiJL and Bottom, Fiuries attending. — Man% 

Tit. Come, Bit thee down upon this floweiy bed, 
While I thy amiable cheekis do coy * 

And stick musk-roses in thy sleek, smooth head, 
And kiss thy fair, large ears, my gentle joy. 

Bot. Where's Peas-blossom 1 

Pea. Ready. 

Bot. Scratch my head, Peas-blossom. — ^Where's Cobweb? 

Cob. Ready. 

Bot. Monsieur Cobweb ; good monsieur, get your weapons 
in your hand, and kill me a red-hipped humble-bee on the top 
of a thistle ; and, good monsieur, bring me the honey-bag. Do 
not fret yourself too much in the action, monsieur; and, good 
monsieur, have a care the honey-ba^ break not ; I would be 
loth to have you overflown with a honey-bag, signi^r. Where\i 
monsieur Mustardnseed ? 

Mus. Ready. 

Bot. Give me your neif,t [Gives handu,] monsieur Mustard- 
seed. Pray you, leave your courtesy, good monsieur. 

Mii8. What's your will ? 

Bot. Nothing, good monsieur, but to help cavalery Peas- 
blossom to scratch. I must to the barber's monsieur ; for, 
methipks, I am marvellous hairy about the face ; and I am 
such a tender ass, if my hair do but tickle me, I must scratch. 

Tit. What, wilt thou hear some -music, my sweet lore ? 

Bot. I have a reasonable good ear in music ; let us have the 
tongs and the bones. 

Tit. Or say, sweet love, what thou desir'st to eat. 
' Bot, Truly, a peck of provender ; I could munch your good 
•dry oats. Methinks I have a great desire to a bottle of hay : 
•good hay, sweet hay, hath no fellow. 

* — **-* do coy,] To coy, is to sooth, to stroke. 
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TiL T have a venturous fairy that shall seek 
The squirrel's hoard, and fetch thee new nuts. 

Bot, I had rather have a handful or two, of dried pea«. But 
I pray you, let none of your people stir me ; I have an exposi- 
tion of sleep come upon me. 

TU. Sleep thou, and I will wind thee in my aims. 
Fairies, begone, and be awhile away.* 

[All the Fairies exeunt r. and l. 
So doth the woodbine the sweet honeysuckle 
Gently entwist ; the female ivy so 
Enrings the barky fingers of the elm. 
O, how 1 love thee ! how I dote on thee ! [They sleep. — Music, 

Oberon advances. — Enter Puck. 

Obe. Welcome, good Robin. See'st thou this sweet sight 1 
Her dotage now I do begin to pity. 
For meeting her of late, behind the wood, 
She, in mild terms, did beg my patience ; 
I then did ask of her her changeling child ; 
Which straight she gave me, and her fairy sent 
To bear him to my bower in fairy land. 
Gentle Puck, take this transformed scalp 
From off the head of this Athenian swain ; 
But first, I will release the fury queen. 

INCANTATION. 

Be as thou was wont to be ; 

[Touching her eyes with an hirb. 
See, as thou was wont to see : 
Dian's bud o'er Cupid's flowerf 
Hath such force and blessed power. 
Now, my Titanift ; wake you, my sweet queen. 
Tit. My Oberon ! what visions have I seen ! 
Methought I was enamour'd of an ass. 
Obe. There lies your love. 

Tft. How rame these things to pass 1 

0, how mine eyes do loath his visage now 1 • 

* — and he awhile away.] %. e. disperse yourselves, and 
scout oat severally, in yonr vmich, that danger approach us from 
DO quarter. — MS Ccrrection in folio 1632. 

t Dian's hud o'er Cupid*8 flower^ Dianas hud is the bnd of 
Agnus CasiuSf or Chaste Tret 
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Ohe. Silence a wl«ile.-^Kobin> take off this head. — 

[Mtisic, — HfiodrcUs off, 
Qfitfiniay music call ; and strike more dead 
Th^ common sleep of aU these fi^ve the sense. 
TiU Music, ho ! music, such as charmeth sleep. 
Fuck, Now, whe^ thou wak'st, with thiue own fool's eyes 

peep. 
Cf^e, 3ound musick. [Mv^ic.] Cpme, my queen, take hands 
with me ; 
Now thou and I are new in amity ; 
We will, to-morrow midnight, solemnly 
Pance ia Prixice Theseus? house triumphantly, 
And bless it to all fair posterity. 

PwA. faicy king^ atteqd and mark ;. 

I do hear the oaoming lark. 

Obe» TheU) my queen^ in silence sad. 

Trip we after thd nighfis shade : 
Wc' the globe can compass sooii) 
Swifter than the wand'rii^ moon. 

[liveunt. — Ab they go out Bottom awakes* 
Bot. When my cue. comes, ct^l me, and I will an^wei: :-^my 
next \% Most fair Pyramui,.^ — r^JX&y^ ho Ir^Peter Quince! 
Flute, the bellows mender ! Snout, the tinker ! Starveling ! 
stolen hence, and left me asleep! I have had a most rare 
vision. I have had a dream — ^past the wit of man to say what 
dream it was : Maix is but an ass, if he go about to expound 
thia dream. Met bought I was— there is no man can tell 
what. Methought I was, and methought I had — but man is 
but a patched fool * if he will offer to say what methought I 
had. The eye of man hath nofc heard, the ear of man hath 
not seen: man's hand is not able to taste, his tongue to con- 
ceive, nor his heart to report, what my dream was. I will 
get Peter Quince to write a ballad of this dream : it shall be 
called Bottom's Dream, because it hath no bottom ; uid E wfil 
sing it in the letter eud of the play, before the Ppince : Per- 
adventure, to make it the mo;*e gracious, I shall sing it at 
Thisbe's death^f ' [£^ 1 b. l. 

— — *|MrfcA«2/w>?,] That is, a fool in a partir colored coat, 

t at Vkiibe 8 dfiath ] AUeied by the MS. Correclor, 

of the. folio, of 1302. Titeobald wauld read it. " After death." 
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DxMETRius, liTSAiuuER, Hermia and Helena discoverecL, asleep. 
Honu heard withotU, 

Enter THESEus,(a) HiPPotYTA, Egeus, c^nd^tram^ l. 1 b. 

The, Go, one of you, fiivl out the forester Jt-t 
And since we have the vaward of the day,* 
My love shall hear the music of my hounds. 
Uncouple in the westeiu valley ; go ; 
We will, fair queen, up to the mountain's top, 
And mark the musical confusion 
Of hounds and echo in conjunction. 

Dispatch, and find the ^re^tPr* — ^But, soft ; what nyi^phs 9fr^ 
these? 

Ege. My lord, this is my daughter here asleep ; 
And this, Lysander ; this Demetrius is j 
This Helena, old Nedar's ^elena : 
I wonder of their being here together. 

The. No doubt, they rose up early, to observe 
The right of May ; and, hearing our intent, 
Came here in grace of our solemnity. 
But speak, Egeus ; is not this the day 
That Henma should giy^ ^fi^er qf her choice? 

Eige, It is, my lord. 

The. QOi bid the huntsmea. wake tham ^ith theij: horns. 

[Mfusic. — jHbrvM sownd, — ^Demetrius, Ly&akdbb,, HiiaMU> and 
Helena, tvake and start up. 

Good morrow, friends. St. Valentine is past ; 

Bflgfia the^ wood-*btrc|B biiA to coufilp «ow 1 

Lys. Pardon, my lord. {He and the rest kneel to Tl^Efii^jjM^ 
ZW«. { p7i^ you aU atai^d up, 

I know you are two rival enemies ; 

How cotmea this geiitle ooncord. in tho worldi 

That hatred «is so far from jealousy, 

To aleep by h^te, a^d fefg? no enxnity ? 
Lys. My lord, I shall reply amazedly ^ 

Bb}£ '4e«Pi luUf wakmg i bu^ as X think, 

I came with Hermia hither : our intent 

W«8» %Q be fgiom ft'om Att^eos, where we mig^t be, 

Without the peril of the Athenian law. 

* Ike vaward of the day,] Vaward is compounded of ran and 
wardt the forepart. 
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Ege. Enough, enough, my lord : you have enough ; 
I beg the law, the law upon his head. — 
They would have stoPn away, they would, Demetrius, 
Thereby to have defeated you and me. 

Dem. My lord, &ir Helen told me of their stealth, 
And I in fury hither followed them : 
But, my good lord, I wot not by what power, 
My love to Hermia seems to me now 
As the remembrance of an idle gawd,* 
And ^1 the faith, the virtue of my heart, 
The object, and the pleasure of mine eye, 
Is only Helena. 

The. Fair lovers, you are fortunately met : 
Of this discourse we more will hear anon. — 
Egeus, I will overbear your will ; 
For in the temple, by and by, with us, 
These couples shall eternally be knit. 
Away, with us, to Athens : Three and three. 
We'll hold a feast in great solemnity. — 
Come, my Hippolyta. [Horns sound. Qosed in. 

Scene n— ATHENS. INTERIOR OF QUINCE'S HOUSE. 

Enter Quince, Flute, Snout, Starveling and Snug, l. 1 e. 

Qui. Have you sent to Bottom's house? is he come home 
yet? 

Sta. He caimot be heard of. Out of doubt, he is trans- 
ported. 

Itu. If he come not, then the play is man«d: It goes not 
forward, doth it 1 

Q^i. It is not possible : you have not a man in all Athens, 
able to discharge Pyramus, but he. 

Flu. No ; he hath simply the best wit of any handicraft 
man in Athens. 

Qttt. Tea, and the best person too ; and he is a very para- 
mour, for a sweet voice. 

Flu. You must say paragon : a paramour is, heaven bless us, 
a thing of nought. 

Snug. If our sport had gone forward, we had all been made 
men. 

Hu. sweet bully Bottom ! Thus hath he lost ozpence a 

* an tdU gawd, ] i. 0,, bauble, toy, or trifle. 
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day during his life ; he could not have 'scaped sixpence a day: 
an' the Duke had not given him sixpence a day for playing 
Pyramus, I'U be hang'd ; he would have deserved it : sixpence 
a day in Pyramus, or nothing I 

Enter Bottom, l. 1 b. 

Bot Where are these lads ? Where are these hearts ? 

Qui. Bottom! — most courageous day! O most happy 
hour! 

BoL Masters, I am to discourse wonders : but ask me not 
what ; for, if I tell you, I am no true Athenian. I will tell 
you everything, right as it fell out. 

Qui* Let us hear, sweet Bottom. 

Bot, Not a word of me. All that I will tell you is, that the 
Duke hath dined. Get ]rour apparel together: good strings 
to your beards, new ribbons to your pumps. Meet pre- 
sently at the palace; every man look o'er his part; for, the 
short and the loug is, our play is preferred. In any case, let 
Thisby have clean linen; and let not him that plays the lion, 
pare ms nails, for they shall hang out for the lion's claws : 
and, most dear actors, eat no onions, nor garlick ; for we are 
to utter sweet breath ; and I do not doubt, but to hear them 
ny, it is a sweet comedy. No more words ; away ; ^o, away. 
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HOTES ON ACT POOETH. 



M Addison says : " Wheal look id ilto. toubSt «f depjKr^d 

I T^MiMss, every pmotlon of envy di<*j< ^viLhiii Tue 5 1 hate nev^r 
tttt'H ao sncrik:m^oa3 fta to envy Slrnkspeare, in tba Uad sensd of 
the word^ — but if there (^11 be sutAi an ctnoiioii as siulosa envy, X 
f^ it tQTiiirda tiiiu ; and^ if I t1iou;;1jL the fiigbt of liis tuDibbtooe 
would kJJI so pk^asaiit a. fa^Ymg, 1 ^"^omUI ketjp out of the way of 
It* Of all his workij, the ^' MUtauuimer Night's Dream" leaves the 
Btron^est ImpFession on my mint!, tliat this niTserabJe world nmst 
bave^ for oncCj at least contaiiipd a hapi'v mnn. Tlirs play is so 
purely delicious, so little intemiixed with the painfal pitssfoiis fitim 
which poetry distila her Bterrier sweets, so fraiira^tt with bfllarJiy, 
Ko bliLtid and yet so bold^ that I <mtiuot imasirw 8bakapeAre'« 
mind to bav^ been in any other fraiiic than that of healDhiul uc^ La- 
cy when the sparks of inspiration thrilled through his brain in 
composing it. How he must hare chuckled and laughed in the 
act of placing the ass's head on Bottom's shoulders ! He must 
have foretasted the mirth o^ ^gemr^^ions unborn, at Titania's 
doating on the metamorphosed weaver, and on his calling for a 
repast of sweet peas. His animal spirits must have bounded 
with the hunter's joy, while he wrote Theseus's description of his 
w^ll-trained dogs, and of the glory of the chase. He must have 
been happy as Puck himself, while he was describing the merry 
Fairy, and all this time he must have been self-assured that his 
genius was " to put a girdle round the earth," and that souls, not 
yet in being, were to enjoy the revelry of his fancy. 

In the Midsummer Night's Dream, there flows a luxuriant 
vein of the boldest and most fantastical invention ; the most ex- 
traordinary combination of the most dissimilar ingredients seem, 
to have arisen without effort, by some ingenious and lucky acci- 
dent, and the colours are of such clear transparency, that wo 
think the whole of the varit»gated fabric may be blown away with 
a breath. The fairy world here described, resembles those ele- 
gant pieces of Arabesque, where ^iUV Genii, with butterfly wings, 
rise half-embodied above the flo««ii oups. Twilight, moonshine. 
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dew, and sprins: perfnmeg, are the element of these tender 
spirits ; ihey assist nature in embroidering her carpet with green 
leaves, many -coloured flowers, and dazzling insects; in the hu- 
man world, they merely sport in a childish and wayward manner 
with their beneficeat or noxions influences. Their most violent 
racre dissolves in good-natured raill«»y ; their passions, stripped 
of all earthly matter, are merely an ideal dream. To correspond 
with this, the loves of mortals are painted as a poet ical e nchant- 
iUktet^ whi<ih, by a contrary eiiehantm^nt, ttmy \fe hnfAe^iittM^ 
susfwndod, and then renew.M i^lSfihi* The different parts of tho 
plot : the vvedding of Tiieseus, the disagreement of Oberon and 
Titania, the flight of the two pair of lovers, and the theatrical 
operations of the mechanics, are so lightly and so happily woven, 
that they seem necessary to each other for the formation of a wbola 
Obbron i« dieftVoilsOf y^H^vinf; the tovers from their perplekit^M, and 
greatly adds to them tfarousrh thid misapprehension of his servant, 
till at last he comes to the aid of their fruitless amorous pain, 
their inconstaDcj aud JealooBy, and i»stovea fideKty ^ Ma t>ld 
f!«!hts. . , 

The extremes of vulvar and fanciful are united when the et^ 
chaiited Titania awakes and falls in love with. a coarse mecbanio 
with an ass's head, who represent*, or rather disfigures the piurt of 
a tragical lover. 

The droll wontfet of the transmutation of Bottom, Is merety 
the translation of .a metaphor In its Htera! sense j but in bis bev 
haviour during the tender homnge of the Fairy Qfieen, we Mive 
a most amusing proof liow inacb ih^ eonsteiousneA of stoh a 
head-^reaa.heig'htena tha eflbct of his uBfial follt; 

Theseus and Hippolyta are, afi it were, a Bpfendid frame tok 
the picture ; they lake bo part in tbi$ action, but api)ear vHh U 
stately pomp. 

The discoursed of the hero and hia amaaoD, as <ib«iy qcmts^ 
through the format wHh their noi&y hunting train, works upon t^t 
imagination like the fresh breath of morning before wbicli the 
shapes of night disappear. Pyramus and Thisbe is not utiroean- 
ingly chosen as the grotesque play within the play ; it is exactly 
yke the pathetic part of the piece, a secret meeting of two lovera 
Iki t1»s for^t, and thefr dispersion br an unfortunate accident, aod 
close the wh< Je with the tuost amusing parodx.<— &chi.boxl. 
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ACT V. 

ScBNE I.— ATHENS. INTERIOR OF THE PALACE OF 
THESEUS. 

SecUs R. and l. 

EnUr Theseus, Hippoltta, Philostratb, Lmrdi and 
AtUndamts. 

Hip. 'Tis strange, my Theseus, that these lovers speak ot 

The, More strange than true : I never may believe 
These antique &bles, nor these fairy toys. 
The lunatic, the lover, and the poet, 
Are of imagination all compact : 
One sees more devils than vast hell can hold—- 
That is the madman: the lover, all as frantic, 
Sees Helen's beauty in a brow of Egypt : 
The poet's eye, in a fine frenzy rolling, 
Doth glance from heaven to earth, from earth to heaven, 
And, as imagination bodies forth 
The forms of things unknown, the poet's pen 
Turns them to shapes, and ^ves to airy nothing 
A local habitation and a name. 
Joy, gentle friends ! joy, and fresh days of love 
Accompany your hearts! 

Lt/s, More than to us 

Wait on your royal walks, your board, your bed ! 

The, Come now : what masks, what dances shall we have I 
Where is our usual manager of mirth ? 
What revels are in hand, Philostrate 1 

Phi. Here, mighty Theseus. 

The. Say, what abridgment* have you for this evening ? 
What mask ? what musick 1 

* Say, what abridsment, Sfe.] It maybe worth while to observe 
that in the north of England the word ahatement had the ( 
meaning as diversion, or amusement. 
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Phi. There is a brief, 
Maike chok^ of which your highness will see first. 

[GlviTig a paper to LtsanD) 

IjJS. {reads) — The battle with the Centaurs to he swag 
By an Athenian Minstrel to the harp, 

7%e. . We^l pone of that : tH% hitve 1 1(44 i^y lavoi 
In gloiy of my kinsman Hereiiles. 

Lys. The riot of the tipsy Bacchanals, 

TeMng the Tkfitdie^ Hriget in their ¥a^ 

The. That is an old deyice, and it was pla^^ 
When I fhmi Thebes came last a cotUMVor, 

Lys. A tedious brief scene of young FyramuSy 
And his lave Thisbi / very ifa^iiBA mirth. 

The, Merry and tragical ? Tedious and brief 1 
How shall we find the conoord of thiig disooMl 1 

Phi. A play there is, my lord, 
Which is as brief as I have kllcywn a p14y t 

The. What are they tbat do pfay It 9 

Phi. Hard-handed men, that wcmc in Athens her*, 

The. And we will hekP it. 

Phi. No, my noble hxtdj 

It is not for you : I bate heard it oyer^ 
And it is nothing : 
Unless you sport can find in their tntentfl. 

The. I will heap that pligr ) 

Fo^ never i^iything can be amiss, 

when simpleness and duty tender it. i 

Go, bring them in; and take your places, ladies. 

[llfit Philosthat^i !•• 2 ^ 
EMer PfifLbsfiiATX) L« II s. 

Phi. So please yoi^ grfteG) the proloone is addrest.* 

Tfie. Let him approach. [FUmrish of trumpets* 

Enter Quince, as pROLoctE, x.. ? s. 
Pro. If we offend, it is with our good will. 

That you should think, we come not to offend, 
But with good wilL To show our simple skill, 

That i)» the true beginning of our end. 
Consider, then, we come but in despite. 

We do not come as minding to content you, 
Our tn|e intent is* All for your delight, 

We are not hero. That you should here repent joii| 

* addrest] That is, ready. 
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The actors are at hand ; and, by their show, 
You shall know all, that you are like to know. 
7^e. TMs fellow doth not stand upon points. His speech 

was like a tangled chain ; nothing impaired, but all disordered. 

Who is next? 

Enter Pybamvs and Thibbt, Wall, Moohshinx, and Liok, aa 
in dumb' shovfy l. 3 s. 

Pro. [Crosses to Pyramus.] This man is Pjramus; 
This beauteous lady Thisby is. 
This man with lime and rough-cast, doth present WalL 



And this man presenteth Moonshine . [Crossing. 

By moonshiiie did these lovers meet 

At Ninus' tomb, there, there to voo. 

This grisly beast, [Crossing, 

The trusty Thi^.hy did scare away; 

And as she fled her mantle she did fall, 

Which .Li(m vile with bleeding mouth did stain: 
Anon comes P3n*amiis, sweet youth and tail. 

And flnds his trusty Thisby's mantle slain: 
Whereat with blade, with blameful blade, ■ ■ 

He bravely broach'd his boiling breast 5 
And, Thisby tarrying in mulberry shade. 

His dagger drew and died. 

[Exeunt Prologue, Thisby, Lion, Wall, aTU^MooKsRiKZ, L. 3 
£., and Pyramus, r. 3 e. 

The. I wonder if the lion be to speak. 

Dem, One lion inay, my lord, when nuiny asses do. 

Enter Wall, l. 3 e. 

WaU. In this same interlude, it doth befall, 
That I, one Snout by name, present a wall, 
Through which the lovers, Pyramus and Thisby, 
Whisper often very secretly; 
And this the cranny is, right and sinister, 
Through which the fearful lovers are to whisper. 

[Stands in c. of stage. 

The. Would you desire lime and hair to speak better? 

Dem. It is the wittiest partition that eVer I heard dis- 
course, my lord. 

The. Pyramus draws near the wall : silence. 
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Enter Ptramus, b. 3 e. 

Ppr, grim-look'd night ! night with hue go black ! 

night, which erer art when day is not ! 
night, night ! alack, alack, alack ! 

1 fear my Thisby's promise is forgot! 

And thou, wall ! thou sweet and lovely wall ! 

That stands between her father's ground mid mine ; . 
Thou wall, wall ! sweet and lovely wall. 

Show me thy chink, to blink through with mine eyne. 

[Wall hMs up his fingers. 
Thanks, courteous wall : Jove shield thee well for this ! 
• But what see 1 1 No Thisby do I see. 
wicked wall, through whom I see no bliss, 

Cursed be thou for thus deceiving me ! 

The. The wall, methinks, being sensible, should curse again. 

SoL No, in truth, sir, he should not. [To the DtikeA '* De- 
cdving me" is Thisby 's cue: she is to enter now, and I am to 
spy her through the wall You shall see, it will fall pat as I 
told you : — ^Yonder she comes. 

Enter Thisbt, l. 3 e. 

This, wall, full often hast thou heard my moans. 
For parting my fair Pyramus and me. 

Pyr. I see a voice : now will I to the chink. 
To spy an' I can hear my Thisby's &ce. 
Thisby ! [Peeps thnmgh Wall's fingers. 

This» My loye ! thou art my love, I think. 

Pgr. Think what thou wilt, I am thy lover's grace. 
O, kiss me through the chink of this vile wall. 

[Tliey kiss through the fingers o/ Wall. 

This. I kiss the wall, and not your lips at all. 

Pyr, WAt thou at Ninny's tomb meet me straightway 1 

His. 'Tide life, 'tide death, I come without delay ! 

[Exit Ptramus, r., Thibbt, h. 

Wall. Thus have I, Wall, my part discharged so; 
And, being done, thus Wall away doth go. 

[Exit, Wall, l. 3 e. 

Hip. This is th> silliest stuff that e'er I heard. 

The. The best in this kind are but shadows; and the worst 
are no worse, if imagination amend them. 

Hip. It must be your imagination, then, and not theirs. 

The. If we imagine no worse of them than they of them- 
selves, they may pass for excellent men. Here come two no- 
ble bMsts in, a man and a lion. 
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Eater Lion and MobNSHYNU with lantern and dog, l. 3 e. Ihey 
boWf then IdOK takes off hie head* 

Lion, You, ladies, you, whose gentle hearts do fear 

The smallest monstroas mouse that creeps on floor, 
May now, perchance, both qual^e and tremble here^ 

Wheii Uon rottgR In wildest rage doth roar. 
Then know that \ one Snu^ the joiner, am 
A lion fell, nor else no lion's dam : 
For if I siiouldf as Lion conxe in strife 
Into this place, 'twere pity on my .life, [Goe» ftp, 

Tlie\ A veiry gentle beast, and of a good ccpiscience. 

Moon. This lantern doth the homed moon present, 

[Holding it tip ana large Jbrk 

M(xyn, J^sel.f the man 'i the moon do seem to be, 

Thfii The man should be put into the lantern : hair Is it 
e)se the man 'i the moon ? 

Hip', I am weary of this moon : would he would change ! 

The, Y^t, In courtesy, in all reason^ we must stay the time. 

Lye, Proceed, Moon. 

Moon. All that I hare to say is, to teU you, that the lantern 
is the moon ; Ii the man 'i the moon ; this thomrbuahy my 
thorn-btish ; and this dog, my dog. 

Dem. Why, all these should be in the lantern, for they ar© 
in the moon. But, silence;, here comes xhisbe. 

£nter This^e, l. 3 e. 

This, This is. old ninny's tomb : where is my lore ? 
Lum: Oh — [The Lion roars* Thisbe drops her veU and 

runs off, 
Dem, Well roared, lion. 
The. Well ran, Thisbe. 
Hip, Well shone, moon. Trply, the moon sUnes with a 

good grace. [The Idon tears Thisbb's tna^tU^ and exit. 
The: Well moused, lion'^ 
Dem, And then came Pyramus. 
Ltfs. And so the lion vanished. 

Enter Pt ramus, b, 3 €. 

Pyr, Sweet moon, I thaijk thee fof thy sunny beams ; 

I tl^ink thee, moon, for shining now so bright ; 
For Tby thy gracious, golden, glittering streams, 

I trust to taste of truest Thisbe's sight. ' 

* WeU moused, Hon.] To mouse, signifies tO mafnmocic, to tear 
in pieces, as a cat tears a mouse. 
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But stay ; — spite ! 

But mark, — ^poor knight, 
What dreadful dole is here ! 

Eyes, do you see 1 

How can it be ? 
dainty duck ! dear ! 

Thy mantle good. 

What! stain'd with blood? 
Approach, ye furies fell ! 

fates ! come, come ; 

Out thread and thrum ; 
Quail, crush, conclude, and quell ! 

[Cnes^^JU laugh. 

The, This passion, and the death of a dear friend, would 

go near to make a man lood sad. 
Hip. Beshrew my heart, but I pity the man. 
Ppr. 0, wherefore, nature, didst thou lions frame 1 

Since lion vile hath here destroyed my dear : 
Which is — ^no, no — ^which was the fairest dame. 
That Uv'd, that lov'd, that lik'd, that look'd with cheer. 
Come, tears, confound ; 
Out, sword, and wound 
The pap of Pyramus : 
Ay, that left pap. 
Where heart doth hop :— - 
Thus die I, [Stabs hifMd/,] thus, thus, thus I 
Now am I dead, 
Now am I fled ; 
My soul is in the sky : 

Tongue, lose thy light! 
Moon, take thy flight ! 
Now die, die, die, die, die ! 

[Dies, — Exit Moonbhink, l. 8 s» 

The. With the help of a surgeon, he might yet leooyer, and 

prove an ass. 
Hip. How chance moonshine is goiWy before Thisbe comfltf 

back and finds her lover ? 
The, She will find him by starlight. — ^Here she comes. 

Enter Thisbe, l. 3 s. 

Hip. I hope she will be brief 

Lye. She hath spied him already with those sweet eym. 
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Tkis, Asleep my love ! 

What, dead, my dove 1 
Pyramus, arise ! 

Speak, speak 1 Quite dumb ? 
Dead, dead? A tomb 
Must cover thy sweet eyes. 
This Jlly lip, 
This cherry tip. 
These yellow cowslip oheelcs, 
Are gone, are gone : 
Lovers, make moan ! 
His eyes wef e green as leeks. 
O sisters three, 
!• •...-..: . CoKie, come to me, 

White hands as pale as milk; 
Lay tbem in gore, 
Since you have shore 
With sheiurs his tlxread of silk. 
Tongue, not a word.; 
Comej trusty sword ; 
Come, blade, m^ Sreast imlbrue , 
And farewell, friends } . 
Thus Thisbe ends.: 
Adieu, adieu, adieu. iDies, 

The. Moonshine and Lion are left to buiry the dead. 
Dem\ Ayi and Wall too. 

Bot. No, I assure you ; the wall ii down that parted their 
fathers. Will it please you to see t^^ epilogue, or to hear m 
Bergomask dance between two of onr ^ompaqy 9 

The. No epilogue, I ppay you ; for vour pity lioeds no ex- 
cuse. Never excuse ; for when the players are all dead, there 
need none to be blamed. Marry, if he that writ it^ had 
fh^\(^ PyfaoKis, wad hanged himself in Thisbe's garter, it 
would have been a fine tragedy : and so it is, truly ; and very 
iMtJOy dii€bMrg«L Let your epilagde alone. ' 

[Exit Clowns. — Curtain descends, — TheheU strik9$ twelve. 
CiM iron tongue ef midnight hath told twelw :**<- 
Lovers, to bed ; 'tis almost fai^ time. 
I fear- we riiall eotriee^ tbe coming mom, 
As much as we this night have overwatohed. 
This palpable gross play hath well beguiled 
The heavy gait of night. — Sw^t frieads, 9m9,Ji 
A fortnight hold wt this solemnity, 
In nightly revels, and new jollity. 

Exeunt R. H. — Stage becomes dourkm 



MIDSUMMER NIOHT's DREAM. 59 

Puck rises. 

Now our frolick ! not a mouse 
Shall disturb this hallow'd house : 
I am sent, with broom, before, 
To sweep the dust ]i>ehind the door,* 

Scene changes^ discovermg Oberon cmd Titania, with Chorus^ 
aU with red or white lights. 

CHORUS. 

Throogh this house give glimmering light 
By the dead and drowsy fire : 

Eyery el^ and £ury sprite, 

Hop as light as bird from brier ; 

And this ditty after me, 

Sing and dance it trippingly. 
Puck. First, rehearse this song by note 
• Fudc. To each word a warbling note. 

Hand in hand, with fairy grace. 

Will we sing, and bless this place. 

RECITATIVE. 

Puck. If we shadows have offended. 

Think but this, (and all is mended,) 
That you have but slumber'd here, 
While these visions did appear. 
Qentles, do not reprehend ; 
If you pardon, we will mend, 
Qive me your hands, if we be friends 
And Robin shall restore amends. 

CHORUS. 

Through this house give glimmering light. 

By the dead and drowsy fire : 
Every el^ and &iry sprite, 

Hop as light as bird fix>m brier; 
And this ditty, after me. 
Sing and dance it trippingly. 
Trip away. 
Make no stay ; 
Meet we all at break of day. 

TABLEAU. 

*To sweep the dust behind the door.] Cleanliness is always ne- 
ceesar/ to invite the reoideuce and the favor of the fairies. 
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